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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
pam., and read prayers.

QUESTION-NCOME TAX ASSESS-
MIENT.

M.NORTH asked the Premier: 1, Is it
a fact that all the items in forms HC and
HJ, which support the geaeral income tax
return, form 1I, are commn to Federal and
State assessments? 2, If the taxpayer's
figures for purchases, sales, valuation of
stock on hand, and deductions, as shown in
forms HC and 11J, are accepted by the
Federal Commissioner or by the State Corn-
missioner in his capacity as Deputy Federal
Commissioner for the Federal assessment. is
it the practice of the State Commissioner
to also accept such figures for the State
assessment? 3, If any distinction is made,
how is it arrived at?

The PREMIER replied: 1. 'Yes. 2, Yes.
.1, No distinction.

QUESTION-POLICE PAY AND
CO.NDITIONS.

Mr. MARSHALL asked the Minister for
Justice: 1, Is he aware that the members
of the police force in Western Australia are
paid between 3s. and 4s. per diem less than
the police in the other States? 2, Is he
aware that there is a prevalent and grow-
ing feeling of discontent in the polie~ force,
owing to requests for increased pay not
being acceded tot 3, Taking into con-
sideration the fact that similar services arc
given here, is it the policy of the Govern-
ment to pay the police lower rates of pay
than those obtaining in other States? 4, Is
it his intention to take immediate steps to
increase the rates of pay, so that the rates
will be similar to those obtaining in the
other States? 5, Is it not a fact that the
police have asked for a clessification and
appeal board to deal with questions of pay
and conditions, and that the request has not
been acceded toY 6, Is it his intention to
appoint by Act of Parliament a classifica-

tion and appeal board with powers of ad-
ministration as requested by the Police As-
sociation? 7, If not, does he purpose ap-
pointing by regulations a board with powers
of recommendation only, which is opposed
to the wishes of the Police Association? 8,
Have the executive desired to interview him
on any matters at all since interviewing
him on the question of pay on the 4th Aug-
ust last?

The MINISTEIR FOR JUSTICE replied:
1, This was not so when information was
last obtained front the Eastern 'States some
months ago, but steps are being taken td
bring our information up to date. 2 No.
3, No, but the rate of pay elsewhere is not
the only determining factor in fixing rates
of pay in Wvestern Australia, 4, When the
information sought is available the whole
question can be gone into. 5, This ques-
tion has been considered by the Guovernument
and it is intended that during recess the
matter of legislation affecting the various
Government departments, including the
police, will be considered conjointly ana
a uniform system evolved. 6, Answered by
No. 5. 7, Pending legislation, in order to
give members of the force an opportunity
of appeal in regard to promotions, dis-
missale, removals, discharges, or transfers for
offences, the Police Association were recently
offereid an Appeal Board on which the men.
and the department would have one repre-
sentative each, with a Police Magistrate as
chairmanI and the association have to-day
declined the proposed Board of Appeal, and
consider it advisable to wait until the Gov-
ernment hove had an opportunity of intro-
ducing legislation. 8, Yes, and whenever in-
terviows have been sought they have been
pranted.

QUESTION-WATER SUPPLY,
TOTADJIN,

Mr. GRIFFITHS asked the Honorary
Minister for Water Supply: 1, What acre-
age of land under the Totadjin wvater sup-
ply extension is assessed at Is. per acre?
2, Seeing that the estimated cost was
£E33,'000 based on a rate of Is. per acre on
the land reticulated, and as the actual cost
has been only a little over £20,000, will lbe
see that the rate per acre is reduced as
promised?

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM replied: 1,
39,865 acres after allowing for exemption
for wodjil country equal to 6,619 acres.
Applications for the exemption of a further
acreage of 2,100 are under consideration.
2, If the 2,100 acres are exempted, the total
revenue, assuming that everyone pars, will
be £2,078 59. per annum, whereas i-nterest,
sinking fund, and maintenance cysts will
total £1,930 15s. 4d., leaving an apparent

srlsof -9147 9s. 8d. Even if the rate
'were reduced by Id. per acre the loss in
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revenue would exceed the estimated sur-
plus. In these circumstances, and because
it is possible that further applications may
he received for exemptions, no reduction
will be made during this financial year.

QUESTION-RAILWAYS, BUNBURY
YARDS.

Mr. WIT31ERS asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, Is he'aware that a serious
accident occurred in the Baunhury railw!ay
yards on Monday last, owing to men having
to repair wagons on an unprotected road?
2, If so, will he have inquiries made with
a view to remedying these conditions, so as
to allow men to work with some degree of
safety?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, An accident occurred in the Bun-
bury yard on the 8th instant, but it is ilot
regarded as serious. 2, The information be-
fore the department is that the accident
was due to a misunderstanding between the
shunter and the examiner. The safe-work-
ing regulations lay down the procedure in-
all such eases, but obviously the carrying
out of such regulations is dependent upon
the human element. Further inquiries are
being made departmentally.

BILLS (2)-FIRST READING.
1, Inspection of UMachinery Act Amend-

ment.
Introduced by Mr. Wilson.
2, Permanent Reserves (No. 2).
Introduced by the Minister for Lands.

BILL-MAIN ROADS.

Report of Committee adopted..

BILL-LAND TAX AND INCOME TAX.

Seconzd Reading.
The PREMIER (Ron. P. Collier-Boul-

der) [4.40] in moving the second reading
said: This is the usual taxing Hill-

lion. Sir James Mitchell: No, it is un-
usual.

The PREMIER: -that is brought down
each year for the purpose of raising the
necessary revenue by way of land tax and
income tax. 1 am sure the income tax
side of the Bill requires no explanation
whatever at my hands on this occasion.
The whole Bill is precisely similar to that
of last year and of preceding years, with
the exception, of course, of the amount of
the land tax. Apart from that, the Bill is
word for word similar to the measure
brought before the House last year. For
that reason it will not be necessary for
me to dwell at all upon the income ta~x
side of it.

lion. Sir James Mitchell: We will do
that for you.

The PREMIER: I hope the Leader of
the Opposition will be fair, and if he does
claim that I should adopt the same atti-
tude as I did lnst year with regard to the
supertax, for instance, I shall retort that
he should adopt the same attitude as he
did on that occasion.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: I have been
telling you all the session what to do.

The PREMIER: If I am not to De per-
mitted to adopt a different attitude, the
Leader of the Opposition will not be
allowed to do so either. If he votes with
the Minister for Lands in support of the
supertax, as I am sure be will, keeping
before him the question of consistency,
then all will be well.

Ron. Sir James Mlitchell: The Minister
for Lands is with me now.

The PREMIER: As I stated when de-
livering the Budget Speech, I wish that
we were able to delete the supertax this
year. I need not go into the figures that
I gave on that occasion regarding the
revenue and expenditure for the present
year. It would not be possible to cut out
the supertax unless we were to make fur-
ther leeway than was done last year. As
a matter of fact, thre result of the five
months of the financial year already ex-
pired has confirmed my estimate; indeed,
I am behind my estinmate.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: No, you are
not.

The PREMIER: The position will have
to improve considerably during the next
seven months in comparison With the
corresponding period of lost year, if I am
to realise my estimate. There is no need
for me to pursue that question further, be-
cause the House and the country know
that for the present year it will not be
possible to reduce taxation.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell : We don't
know that. We will show you.

The PREMIER: Very well. As to the
land tax, hon. members will see that the
rate has been increased to 2d. in the
pound. I am sure that the first thought
that will occur to meumbers of the Opposi-
tion, who have been apprehensive for
weeks or months past as to what would
happen when the Bill was introduced, will
be one of surprise that the amount is so
low.

H~on. Sir James Mitchell: Do not make
any such mistake.

The PREMIER: In fact, the more T con-
template the subject, the more I am
astonished at my own moderation.

Mr. Mann- Only 200 per cent.!
Mr. E. B. Johnston: r suppose this is

the first instalment?
The PREMIER: No, this is the whole

lot.
Mr. M~ann: As the landlord said, ''one

rise only.''
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The PREIER: I know that some mem-~
bers had in mind something ini the region
of Gd. in the pound, following on the state-
ments I made during the elections. Those
statements were brought prominently be-
fore the electors of Williams-Narrogin,
where I was credited with having said
that if our candidate were returned, I
pledged myself to impose a good solid
land tax.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: That was taken
from the report of your speech.

The PREMIER: I am afraid I have not
lived up to the pledge, or threat, made on
that occasion.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: You left no mis-
understandings.

The PREMIER: This is a most
moderate tax that conipares more than
favourably with similar taxes in every
ofle of the State& of the Commonwealth.'
Land taxation has been in existence since
1906, and has not been increased. All
other forms of taxation hare been in--
creased during the past eight or 10 yearA,
but land tax alone of all our direct taxes
-and I might also include indirect taxa-
tion-bag remained stationary.

Mr. George: Taxing land will not make
it produce any more.

The PRflE'.ER: I am aware of that.
Mr. George: It will simply impoverish

the holders of land.
The PIREMIER: %ut the bon. member

will not deny that the holders or landI
whether rural or city, have enjoyed an
annually increasing return from the land.'

Ron. Sir James Mitchell: You get pro-
bate duity.

The PREMIER: We cannot wait until
people die in order to collect revenue.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: They are dying
all the time.

the PREMIER: The position of the
landowner to-day is altogether di-fferent
from what it was when the Act was passed
17 or 18 years ago. T venture to say the
land tax was tlien. introduced as a first in-
stalment. As a matter of fact, it was passed
by what might be described as a very con-
servative Government, a Government com-
posed almost entirely of men representing
the landed and farming interests of the
time. When the Parliament of 18 years ago
considered it wras justified in passing the
tax we have at present, surely, with the
march of events and the necessity for in-
creased revenue, we are justified in increas-
ing the tax to the amount set oat in the
Pillf We would be justified, I think, in
1ev-ying a much higher tax than that for
which I am asking. It has been contended
in some quarters that our tax is equal to that
of the other States. I have endeavoured to
obtain information on the point, and can
say that, with the exception of Victoria, and
perhaps New South Wales, our land tax is
the lightest that obtains in the Common-
wealth.

Mr. Mann: They are the two most pros-
perous States.

The PRE&MR: 'Yes, but not due to
this circumstance.

Air. Mann: Due to moaey flowing in for
investment.

The PREMIER: That may be because
their income tax rate is light on the higher
incomes, In cowmparing Victoria with West-
ern Australia, I am speaking, not of taxa-
tion generally, but of land tax only. The
Victorian income tax on the higher incomes
is very much less than our own, and it may
be that has the effect of attracting. money
to Victoria for investment.

'Mr. Mann: Will you consider trying that
here, in order to induce Eastern capital to
come to this 'State?

The PREMIER: Bly reducing the income
tax?

Mr. Mann:, Yes.
The PRE'MIR: I think it will be some

time before we can reduce it to the level of
Victoria's income tax.

Mr. Maun: Not so far as Victoria's, bat
reduce it a little.

The PREMITER: I would be pleased to
do so if the position of the finances per-
mitted it. Western Australia and Victoria
cannot be compared in that respect. Vic-
toria was fortunate in having the major
portion of its public, works constiveted years
ago, when money could he ben-owed at S per
cent. For many years past, perhaps during
the last gene'ration or two, that State has
been able to sit dlown and reap the benefits
of public works constructed earlier in its
history with money at a low rate of interest.

Mr. Mann:- Would you consider it worth
while inquiring to ascertain whether capital
is not leaviug the 'State to be invested in
Victoria9

The PREMIER: Quite possibly it is.
The 'Minister for Agriculture: And capi-

tal from South Australia is coming here for
investment.

The P"REMIER: I ain not affirming or
denying the statement. I know only what
one hears in a general way. I should not
he surprised if it were so, and I should not
be surprised if capital ware being attracted
to Victoria from other States as well as
from Western Australia, if indeed it is be-
ing attracted from this State. That is a
condition of affairs. for which tere is no
help at present. Victorin is a small com-
pact State, fairly rich, developed manny years
ago, and so is producing considerable wealth
per acre and per hiead of the population.
Because of its having no financial embarrass-
ment, that State is able to carryv on with a
comparatively low rate of income tax. We
in Western Australia are not in a posiation
to do that during this year. T hope we shall
be able to reduce, or cut out, the 15 per
cent. super tax all round next year.

Hon. Sir ,James MIitchiell: Do it thi9
year.

The PREIER:, It is not r osqible to
do it this year, unless we disorganise the
general finances of the State. T believe
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every member is anxious that we should at
least balance the ledger before we begin to
readjust or remit any of our present taxa-
tion. Let me set out the position of the
land 'tax in some of the other States. In
Queensland the tax starts at 1/kd. in the
pound up to £600, and rises for every £00
by a halfpenny, a farthing and so on, until
the maximum tax is 6id. in the pound, plus
2d. super tax. The super tax commences on
land of a value of f2,500 and is levied
right up to the amount of £75,000 unitu-
proved value, at which the tax is 6d., plus
2d. super tax, a total of 8d. in the pound.
That value, of couise, is vecry high, but tak-
ing the lower and intermediate valuefs we
find that at £2,500 the tax is 21,-Sd.; at
£4,000 it is 214d.; at £3,000 it is .3d.; :At
£10 000 it is 3M/d.; ait £E20,000 it is 4d ;
at Eso,ooo it is 5d.;, and at £75,000 it is 6d.
in the pound. That is what is known as a
progressive land tax. It follows the same
lines as does our income tax; as the value
increases, so the -rate of tax increases. In
South Australia the tax up to a value of
£5,000 is a halfpenny in the pound, the same
as our own. Over £5,000 it is a penny in the
pound, with an additional 20 per cent. for
absentees. Tasmania, with the exception of
one or two short intervals, has had conser-
vative Parliaments, and it is w-eli known
that it has for generations possessc d one of
the most conservative Urpper Houses in the
whole of the Commonwealth,

Mr. George: There are not very large
estates in Tasmania.

The PREIETR: Tt matters not whether
thle estate is large or smfill, the tax has to)
be [paid. We have been told by the Leader
Of the Opposition] hinmself that the real hur-
deni of this tax falls upon the swall cottage
holder.

ion. -Sir JTames 'Mitchell: No, your in-
ecas4e will fall on him. You are going for
hinm well, but I am going to protect him.

The PREMTNIER: In Tasmania the rate
up to £2,500 is 3d. in the pound. There the
tax starts at Id. as aga inst our rate o f %,d.

Mr. George: Our tax is 1d. on unim-
proved land.

The PREMNIER:- Hut in Tasmania it is
without distinction, improved or unimproved.
Frnt £2,50 to £5,00 the rate im 1'A 4.;
£5-000 to £15,000 it is l'4 d.;, £15,000 to
£30,000 it is t~ . 30),(00 to £50,000 it is
2d.; E50,000 to £80,000 it is 214id.; and
f80,000 and over it is 21,. That, too, is
a progressive tax and goes mnuch higher than
does the rate Fret out in this Bill. Tn New
South Wales there is very little land taxa-
tion, so far as T en gather, except in a
portion of the State known es the western
district. There the rate is Id. in the pound
On the unimproved value. Tn Victoria the
tax is Altd. in the pound on the unimproved
valne of all landl exceeding £250 in value.
Where the value exceeds £250, the exemp-
dion decreases b-v £1 for every £1 of thi'
excess, and so uiltimately disappears at £500.
There is no exemption-for land of a -vatle

over £500 in Victoria, but the rate is a half-
penny in the pound. New Zealand was the
first part of Australasia to adopt this form
of land tax. I think it was passed in the
days prior to the Government of Richard
Seddon. In that Dominion where the u~aim-
proved value does not exceed £1,000 the tax
is a penny in the pound. It then rises somte-
what similarly to our income tax, by frac-
tions. For every pound in excess of the
£1,000 it goes up until it reaches 7d. and
17/20ths of a penny, which is almost 8d.
in the pound. Where the value does not
exceed £1,000 an exemption of £500 is al-
lowed. These figures indicate that, should
this Bil be passed, our laud tax will still
be the lightest ot any State in the Common-
wealth, with the exception of Victoria.

Mr. Sampson: What about Tasmania?
The PREMIER: It starts at a penny

there, hut goes uip to 21/d. All of the
States have a progressive tax as distinct
from ours.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: Ours is the heaviest
tax on the smaUl man.

The PREMIER: It is not the smell man
who comnplins.

Ron. Sir James Mitchell: You wait.
The PREMIER: -It is not the desire or

the intention of the Government that the
Consolidated Revenue shall benefit in any
way from the money that would accrue from
this higher rate. The Government intend
to devote any surplus that is over and above
the revenue that would be received under the
present Act towards reducinig railway fares
ita freightd.

Ron. Sir James Mitchell:. And towards
main roads?

The PREMIER: To roads and railway
freights. T want to make it clear that it
Is not intended to augment the general
revenue of the State by this means. Portion
of the money will be used for main road
purposes.

Ron. Sir James Mitchell: How much for
main roads'

The PREMTIR:1 We discussed that last
night.

lron. Sir -Tames Mitchell: Not the rats
of tax.

The PREMIER: The Minister for Works,
according to his figrures when dealing: with
the MIain Ro11A Bill, requires the revenue
that wonid result from a tax of a half-
penny in the pound.

Hon. Sir Jamneq Mitchell: That is what
we are doing, is it?

The PRE'MIER: That was his estimate.
Any balance thiA will acruie as the result
of the increased tax will be devotedl towards
the reduction of railway fares and charges.

Mr. Gleorge: Do you not anticipate a de-
mandT for higher wages from the railway-
men?

The PREMIER:; Why?
M.fr. George: Because of the increased cost

of living, the taxation, etc.
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The PREMIER: Thin tax will not send
up the cost of living.

Mr. George: Will it not? If not, it will
send down the standard of living for many
people.

The PREMIER: It will not send up the
cost of living.

Mr. George: It will send down the stand-
ard of living if it does not send up the
cost of living.

The PREMIER: Not a bit.
Mr. Sampson: What about bus proprie-

tors?
The PREMIER: This Bill will not affect

them. Members may calculate for them-
solves the total revenue that may be re-
ceived under this tax, but may be misled
because of the return that was placed on the
Table of the House in response to the mo-
tion of the member for Toodyny (Mr. Lind
may). It is set out that the estimated un-
improved value of the land of the State is
£40,000,000. This was discussed lost night
on the Main Roads Bill. The member for
Kittanning (Mr. Thomson) quoted from fig-
ures obtained from the annual report of the
Commissioner of Taxation, wherein it is
stated that the total unimproved value of the
land of the State was £27,000,000. T think
I corrected him and stated it was
£40,000,000. To that extent I was% under
a milsapprehension.

Hon. Sir Jamnes Mitchell: You made th',
statement.

The PREMNIER, That wa the return,
which showed that the estimated unimproved
value of the land of the State was U40.000.
000, not the assessed uninmproved value asi
it stands at present.

Ron. Sir Jamres Mitchell: We will take
the £'O.Ofl 00.

The PREMIER: Not at all.
Hor. Sir James Mitchell: Yes. You gave

us tha'. fiure. Will this tax be subject to
reduction in the case of improved land?

The PREMIER: That is subject to the'
Assessment Act. The return, if taken as
it is without being understood, Is misleading.
The revaluation of lands has been pin,, or)
for some time. The motion of the nmember,
for Toodysy was that a return be laid on
the Table of the House showing the esti-
mated unimproved value of metropolitan
land. agricultural land, aid so on. The woril'
'estimated" makes all the difference.

Hon. Sir James Mitebell: It does.
The PREMIER: The position is perfectly

clear when explained. The figures given ir!
the anuali return of the Commissioner for
Taxation are correct. They refer to the un-
improved value as assessed at present.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: But the values are
being increased all the time.

The PREMIER: That is so. This Is the
unimproved value as at present assessed, and
upon which the tax will be assessed andi
levied this year. The revenue will be cotl
lecteA, not upon the unimproved value of

£40,000,000, but upon the unimproved value
of £30,000,000. The cf,-unatt'I value of-
£40,000,000 refers to the tn±-L rhl 11ti re.-
valuations shall have been completed. Cer-
tai areas of the State have been revalued
and as a result the valuation has been in-
creased. The officer who has been doing the
work, taking the areas that have been com-
pleted as the basis, considers that when the
State has all been revalued the total unm-
proved value will be £40,000,000. This will
not be completed for about five years, but
the work is going on all the time.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: Will an increase be
made every year?

The PREMIER: Yes. I an, advised thafi
it will be at least five years before wre reach
the £4,000,000. If we take Table I1'
on pagp 11 of the annual report, as the haste
and add £3,000,000, representing the in-
creased vaines that have been made sine
last year, to the figures contained in the re-
port, we get the total of £30,000,000. I ask
members to bear that figure in mind when
working out any results that may accrue
fronm the passing of this Bill.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: We will remem-
ber the £:30,000,000, but will not forgot the
£40O,000,000.

The PREMI ER: The bon. member cannot
take the £C40,006,000, because that would
be misleading. The hon. member asked for
the estimated values, and the officer gave the
values that he estimated would be arrived
at when the revaluation had been completed.
It is not intended that the general revenue
shall beneft to the extent of £1) but that any
increased revenue that will result from this
higher rate of tax will be returned to the
people in the way of a subsidy for roads in
accordance with the 1'!in Roads Bill, and in
the reduction of freights and fares on the
railwvay.

Mr. C. B. Johnstont The Bill does not
say anything about freights and fares.

The PREMIER: It is not possible to put
that into the Bill. If it were, I should do so.
If I put it into the Bill it would amount to
an appropriation of money, and we cannot
appropriate money in a taxation measure.
It would be out of order to do so. This is
a taxing Bill only, and our constitution pro.
rides that we cannot appropriate money n-
der such a measure. I should have no seri-
oils objection to embodying this in an Act if
the bon. member had any doubt about my
carrying out this promise with regard to the
expenditure of the surplus revenue.

Mr. E. B. Johnston! It might be over-
looked while you are in England.

The PREMIER: I will leave instructions
as to this, should anything eventuate in that
direction. I think it will be a good thing
for the people of the country districts, since
they sil! be more than compensated for any
increAsed taxation that theyr may have to
pay under this Bill, by a reduction in the
charges thatt are made upon the railways.
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Hon. -Sir James Mitchell: They are to pay
the money and then have it refunded.

The PREMIER: I think the farmers will
get back far more than they will be called
upon to pay under this Bil Only a section
of our people makes use of the railway sys-
tem. A large proportion who will pay this
increased tax will not benefit directly by any
reduztion in railway fares, because they have
but little occasion to make use of the rail-
ways. The 'whole object of any of our tana-
lion measures is to benefit the man on the
land.

Hon. Sir Lamnes Mitchell: I quite under-
stand that.

The PREMIER: Under the Main Roads
Bill the money will be devoted to the coun-
try districts in making roads for those on
the land.

Mr. Richardson: It looks like robbing
Peter to pay Paul.

Hon. Sir James Mitcbel- It looks like
robbing Peter but not to pay Paul.

The PREMIER: It may seem like tak-
ing it from one to give it to another, but
the money will go to the most deserving sec-
tion of our citizens, the people who are
engaged in the work of primary production,
and upon whose work and weal tb-urod uetiou.
depends the prosperi'ry of the State as a
whole. If tho Leader of the Opposition can
claim to speak occasionally for the small
householder, I can claim to speak occasion-
ally for the farmer and the landlord. Any
further information desired I bope to be able.
to furnish when the measure is in Committee.
I moe-

That the Bill be now read a second
I ine.
On motion by R1on. Sir James Mitchell

debate a(Iiourned.

LOAN ESTIMATES, 1924-1926,
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed froin the 9th December; Mr.
Lattey in the Chair.

Flote-Dpartmcntal, U07,751:

Hon. Sir .TAMIES MITCHELL (Nor-
tham) [5,191: 1 need hardly discuss the
actual items of these Loan Estimates at
any length. The Estimates are much the
same as thosie of last year, in almost every
line; and the tot-al is much the same as
it was last year. Moreover, the purposes for
which the mone Y is to be raised are mucb
the same as they were last year, and prne-
tically in the some proportions. One item
It do not greatly approve of is that which
increases the amoumnt for State trading.

The Premier: That is a very small item.
lion. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It is not

a large item, and of course we can remove
it when we come to deal with the items.
I atm sure the Committee are against State
trading. The Premier has explained that

we must carry on works in hand. I trust
the bon. gentleman "ill continue to carry on
the policy of the last few yeaxrs. It is a
matter of regret to me that thesie Estimates
contain nothing lor workers' homes. I had
hoped that an amount would bi- provided
for that purpose.

The Premier: I regret it, too; but 1
think that when the rate of interest is so
high building is not wise.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I hope
that before cloinmg L shall be able to show
the Treasurer where he can do better than
by borrowing in Australia. If the rate of
iaterest becoames five per cent., I hope he
will find money by some means for addi-
tional workers' homes. The Workers'
Homes Board have done vionderful wvork,
However, at present not only is the rate
of interest vt-iv high, but building costs
are very high.

The Premier: If the cost of materials
should go down, i. would he very glad to
reconsider the matter.

lion. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I am
pleased to hear that, because it is roost
desirable to Provide the workers with homes
of their own. In some eases, I understand,
men are trying to pay as much as £15 per
annum per room, That cannot go on. No
industry can bear the burden of such rents
as applied to workers. I hope, however,
that before long both interest andI costs
will be reduced. Br these Estimates the
Premier endorses the policy of the pre-
vioos Government for the past five years.
Naturally I feel flattered at that.

The Premier: I could not do otherwise
than T have done, unless I stopped all these
works; ond I have no desire to stop them.

Ron. Sir JAMES MITCHEFL, It is true
that the Premier cannot do otherwise just
now; bunt I hope that when next year's
Loan Estimates come dIown, we shall still
find him supporting the same policy.

The Premier: When in opposition r gave
a general support to the Public Works
policy of your Government.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: That is
correct; but there is now so much new blood
in the Hoiuse that one does not quite know
where one is.

The Premier: We will train the new miem-
bers uip.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The Pre-
mier will have a tough Job with some of
them.

The Premier: They are coming on.
Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHETL: T have

tried to influence them, bat I cannot man-
age it. In 1919 there was urgent need for
the creation of more wealth, to meet war
taxation, and other taxation imposed largely,
because of war disadvantages, and in order
that the work of developing this country
might proceed and employment be found for
the people. In those days the deficit was
very large-es touch as £650,000. There
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was Do room for increased taxation, and
no chance of getting additional money. So
the Government of the day determined upon
a policy of agricultural development, with
the results that we know. Sixty-foure per
cent. of the money borrowed dluring the
past live years has been loaned to men on
the land-soldier settlers and farmers gen-
erally; and we are reaping the rewards to.
day. They were slow in coming, but there
is still much to follow. That expenditure
provided for an annual crop, and each year
the wealth from that source will increase.
This year there is a great deal more than
last year, because of on additional area
under cultivation; and next year there will
he n very large additional arcda. These
things Are due to the expenditulre of the
past; it takes some time for land to he
brought into use. Not only have we by
this means prodided wealth which has in.
creased trade, but we have also arranged, I
contend, for the squaring of the ledger this
year. For last year the deficit, as ghown
by the Treasurer's figures, amounts to
£229,000, which compares with £730,000 two
years previously. The reduction is due
entirely to the increased trade resulting
from the increased production of the man
on the land. And there is more to follow
this year. The money thus treated is; in
circulation, and much of it remains in cir-
culation, so that year by year from this
source we get accumulated wvealth, result-
ing in greater trade activity and more plen-
tifl employment. If this country is to
progress and prosper, we must hav-e more
wealth every year, firstly becauso of the
difficulty of borrowing money, and secondly
because of the amouint of taxes we have to
pay, the higher rate of interest, and our
greater burdens generally, including the
high cost of commodities. This high cost.
which I will dleal with more fully later.
is due entirely to Federation. Vihe policy
of development must be followed up if the
people Of this country are to live with any
comfort at all. There is still much work
for the State to do. I think it was the
Minister for Lands who said that we ought
to get men with money to come here. I
agree with that. If we could get men writh
money to come, it would be an excellent
thing for Western Atistralia; but it hag to
be remembered that we waited for men with
money for 80 years, and at the end of that
time were importing oar flour reqnireinenta
from the Eastern States. Then a Govern-
ment with which I was associated deter-
mined (fint money should be found for mna
without any means whatever to go on the
land. The result is known. Six years
after the initiation of that policy we ware
producing eight times as much wheat as
we needed for our own requirements.
To-day the result of placing on the land
men without capital, but possessed Of
brains and energy, is an export of

20 million bushels of wheat From 400,000
to 450,000 tons of wheat will be
shipped from Fremantle this year. This
work of development baa to go on. Mfen
without capital, but having energy and
brain;, must he helped to settle on the
land. I suppose bon. members will smile
when I say that my public life has been
largely work for men on the lower rung
of the ladder, but it is so. We can uplift
humanity by pioviding opportunities for
the men who are here, and greater oppor-
tunities for their children and the genera-
tions yet unborn. While I want men with
money, all we can get, to come to this
State to engage not only in farming, but
also in other enterprises, I still say that
it is essential the State should find money
for the settlement on the land of men
without capital. Let us stand by that
policy. Let nothing tarn us from it. The
Premier knows--no one better-what high
rates of interest mean to the State. It
has to be borne in ind that the Govern-
mnent, do somnething more than borrow
money and lend it, pay interest and collect
interest. They collect taxation fromn the
men on the land, and they collect taxation
from everybody else employed because of
the work of the men on the laud. That
continues for all time. The money thus.
brought into the Treasury is the mney
that has squared tile ledger. I have said
that 64 per Cent, Of all the money her-
rowed during the past five years, while my
Government was in office, has been loaned
to tbe man on the land, with the result
that the wheat b elt has been carried very
much further east, nut to Sout,emn Cross.
In five .years two million acres of land
have been cleared by the people, largely
with Government help, but of course to
some exteut without sutch help. Imagine
a strip of land '20 miles wide running from
here to Buaselton and cleared in the last
five years. There is still another strip
20 miles wide, reaching fromn here to
Busselton, to be cleared within the next
five years. We borrow money in order
that that may be done. I want to see a
strip 20 miles wide, from Albany to
Busselton, cleared within the next few
years. Then Western Australia will be a
plsce worth. living in. The wheat belt has
had from the Government a very large
amount of money, something over eight
millions, loaned to farmers. That is a
good investment. Now it is necessary to
spend money in the South-West. We want
money for the de-velepmint of the land
from the Moore River to Albany. There
is a number of groups in the Albany dis-
trict, and a great many more to be settled
there. It will take money, but we need
not fear. It will be a good inDvestment.
Then there is further land in the Bused-
ton and Man jimup districts to be
developed under the group system. This
work has to be done if the country is to
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progress. I am delighted that the Premier
has placed this amiount on the Estimatesi
for agricultural development, almost as
much as was provided by me last year.
The groups in the South-West are nearing
the time when they will have to be
ttoeked. If the country is to be self-
s9upporting in foodstuffs we must have
another 60,000 cows milked in the Souths-
West. Then there are required the pigs
that go naturally with dairying. The time
has come when these animals will have to
be supplied. Even now we have a Royal
Commission sitting. One wonders why,
especially when lie reads the evidence. 1
do not know if the Government expect
anything from the Commission's report. I
do not expect much myself, so I advise the
Government to go ahead and stock those
farms in the South-West. Let us get some
results. The South-West is going to do0
for the State just what the wheat belt ha%
done up to the present. I am constantly
meeting people who know the South-West.
Some have a good opinion of it. Others,
travelling along the roads, see nothing of
the cultivated country and so condemn
the district. But it is worth while to
develop laud wherever we find it. There
is land between F'remantle and Buabury
that we ought to develop. Inquiries have
been made and drainage schemes started.
Drainage is really a national work. Some
members say, "'Why go to Dusselton, to
Pemberton and to Albany for land, when
we have miles of land between here and
those places?" There is a good deal of
land lying between here and there, and
we can develop it while developing the
other areas. The land near to Bunbury
ought to be settled and developed. The
scheme that was uinder way might well he
gone on with. The Peel Estate is turning
out wonderfully well, notwithstanding the
report of the Royal Commission. I do not
think the report of that Commission has
been so much as looked at. No commission
ever fell so flat, aud none ever seemed so
determined that nothing good should be
discovered on the Peel Estate. Yet the
results down there fully justifyv the work
of development, and justify its eontinu-
anc. There is plenty of land to the s9outh
still awaiting development. I have lately
inspected land down there that will surely
convince everybody of its wonderful value
for the growing of pastures. So we need
have no fear of borrowing money for the
development of our lands. The Minister
for Lands asked for men with capital.
We all want them; we have tried in the
past to get them, but without success, and
notwithstanding that every Agent General
and every Government have attempted it.
We ace not likely to get very many now.
If we must go on with the work of settling
men without money, it means Government
help. The North-West, too, must receive
.attention, and that in a large way. When

we face the development of the North we
shall have to send a good many people up
there to produce cotton and other crops.
As I say, such de'-etopment umust be
tackled in a big way. I suppose I shall
be accused of saying something that oughit
to be left to the member for Roebourne
(Mr. Teesdale), who says the same thing
so often. I am amused at the criticism
of the men from the North. They require
to pull together if they aire to get the
Government to assist the North, when the
time comes, in the way we assisted the
wheat belt and are assisting the South-
West. No man has done more for the far
North than has the member for Roe-
bourne. In season and ot hast he advo-
cated the growing of cotton. with
conspicuous ability and with more energy
than might be expected of a -younger
man, has he advocated the claimis of
the North. There are others who have
done it too, but I say without hesitation
that no man has done more to further the
settlement of the North and urge the Govern-
ment to spend money up there than has the
member for ERoebourne. He insisted upon a
cotton expert being brought over here. Hfe
wouid listen to no objection to a scheme of
Northern development.

-Mr. Lamond: He was not very successfuli
in getting you to spend much up there.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The hon.
member is new to the House and does not
know anything about it as yet. As the re-
sult of the advocacy of the member for
Roehourne we spent in the North about
1:100,000 on the Ueadon jetty, and we spent
a goad deal of money in other ways up there
too. New members will not trouble to dis-
cuss these matters with older members, and
so they are led into making observations u
little wide of the mark.

The Minister for 'Mines: What merit is
there in merely spending money?

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: In the
Minister's opinion there is no merit in any-
thing. If we spend money wisely it is thke
best we can do.

The 'Minister for Mines: I can tell yiu
where you spent a lot unwisely.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL-. In the
opinion of the Minister, very likely.

The Minister for Mines: And my opinion
is just as competent as yours.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Par more
competent than mine or that of anybody
else. It would be easy to show where we
spent money and produced the expected re-
turns. Take the four years and nine mionths
of the Labour Governm ent'Is earlier regime:
It could be shown where many hundreds of
thousands of pounds were spent to producen
no return, That must always be so. At any
rate we have got some resuilts from the ex-
penditure of mroney, in the return we are
getting froni our bronad acrpq thisr vear-
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that is, if oniy the lumpers at Fremnantle
would put the stuff aboard the boats.

The Minister for Mines: We spent that
money.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: You
spent none of It. The Minister can get up
and tell us that he put all the people en
the laud, that he never opposed the settle-
ment of the wheat belt, that he advanced
money to farmers who were down and out,
that the Industries Assistance Board was
well managed, that there were no complaints
anywhere, that everything in the garden wvas
lovely, that the people were entirely satis-
fied, that in consequence of the treatment
received from the Minister not one farmer
left the land-he can say, all that, and 1
will not object. I ati not going to argue
with him. He can say that nothing worth
doing has, been done in this State that he
has not had a band in; and I will not object.
Yet his work is all ahead of him. As
Speak' er he did good work, and I hope be
Will now do good work as Minister; but so
far his work as Minister is only eight months
old. He need not bother about the past.
Let him make his own record now. I hope
he will succeed; no one will be better pleased.
than I if lie does well. But he must remem-
ber that the result of the work of a Minister
discloses that Minister's capacity. He will
get nothing done that is beyond his own
ability to do. That test is being applied
to him now. The bon. gentleman has the
Mines and Agricultural Departments under
his control and eonseluently there are won.
derful opportunities before him. I am sure
he will do the best he can, but lie will not
get anywhere by asserting that everything
that the previous Labour Government did
was splendid, and that what was (lone by
other Governments was of no value.

The Minister for Mines: I dlid not sav
that, but I do deny that you ever did any-
thing.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I do not
claim to have ever done anything, although
I adnit that I have taken a hand in the
work of this Parliament during the last 18
years. The bon. member came here a little
before that and therefore has had more time
to do things in this Rouse than T have.
The ball is now at his feet. Let him not
trouble about other people, and when the
time arrives two years hence for him to
give an account of his stewardship, he will
be able to tell. use everything that he hoa
done. Anyhow, I wish the MIinister luck,
and I hope the country will prosper with
him. The Minister disturbed mte and brought
all this forward just as I was about to deal
with the good work that had been dlone
for the North-West byr the member for Roe.
bourne (.Mr. Teesdale) who, by the way,
has been so unfairly criticised by a member
of another place. It is unfortunate that
we anre ot allowed to criticise members of
the Legislative Council, although apparently

they can criticise us and say the most dread-
ful things about us. Why is it that It can
be done there and cannot be ilone here?

Mr. E. B. Johnston; I do not know that
we are prevented here.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes, we
are, and it is monstrously unfair.

The Premier: We shall have to alter our
standing Orders.

lion. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The viol-
ent attack that was made on the member
for Roebourne the other day is resented by
every member of this House, and more es-
pecially as that hon. member is not able to
reply. I am aware that there is only
little provision made on these Estimates for
the North-West, hut I take it that ample
funds will be provided when it is deter-
mined that the policy in connection with the
North-West can be carried out in a satis-
factory way. The mining vote has been in-
creased this year amid T hope we shall hare
some result. I remember the mining repre-
sentatives in this Rouse telling the previous
Minister for 'Mines that there was a great
deal to do, and in a weak moment they de-
clared that they wvould advise him as to
what they thought ought to be done. They
did meet him several times but found that
it was most difficult to determine what could
be done to assist to increase the gold pro-
duction. The present Government intend to
appoint a Royal Commission to inquire'into
the matter. I do not know whether that is
necessary; if it is I suppose the Commis-
sion will be appointc&t However, MTinisters
havue been in office for only eight months,
and in that little time it is not expected that
they would have been able to assist to-
wards the discovery of new mines or new
wealth in our goldflelds.

The Minister for Mines: We cannot make
the gold.

Hon. Sir JAMES -MITCHELL: I hope
fortune will favour the Minister and that
somebody will come across gold in quanti-
ties. Considerable provision has been made
on these Estimates for water suippliy in the
metropolitan area. That is expenditure to
which the Premier is committed. The met-
ropolitan area must have a good water ser-
vice and, having that, they must expect to
pay for it as they pay for all services of a
special character. There is to be expendi-
ture on transport facilities. I am sorry
that the railways authorised-Yarramonty
eastward, Dale River, Pemberton South,
and Denmark north-are not mentioned on
the Eltiotes. I am glad to see that a line
is to be constructed to Lake Grace, and I
hope it will be built in time to permit of
the carrying of the wheat this season.

Mr. A. Wanebrough: We cannot get
everything.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The
lion, member must not be too easil, satisfied.
We are committed to a number of railways
and we must see that they are built. Money
is also being provided for the purchase of
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rolling stock. That is a healthy sign be-
cause it means that there is work for the
railways to do. The railways have done
magnificently in handling the'traffic during
the last year or two, and Iam glad to know
that everyone in the service, from the Comn-
missioner down to the fettlers, is taking anl
interest in the work of that great depart-
ment. Roads, too, are to he constructed,
and I notice that there is an amount set
down for drainage, though that is not as
large as I would have wished. I would have
been pleased to see the Banbary scheme pro-
ceeded with. The development of this coun-
try is a responsibility of the Government,
anid everyone will beniefit by production. If
the country is as woridorful as me believe
it to be, let us get to work and develop it.
One lesson at least we have learned from
the war, and it is the value of trade. All
the countries of the world have discussed
the question of trade since the star, and it
is known now that if trade could have been
restored to the condition it was in when wvar
broke out, the nations of the world would
have been better off to-day than will be
the case when the indemnity is paid. The
thoughtful people of America have agreed
that trade activity is of greater value to
them than the payment of loans made by
them to the Allie. Of course you cannot
maintain exports without maintaining im-
ports. Trade, someone said, is really a
swapping of goods, and if you do not'im-
port you cannot export. The trouble to-day
with us is that our exports exceed our im-
ports. I have already said that we must
develop our country with money largely
borrowed by the State. Money borrowed in
Australia by the Governnment and by indi-
viduals is very costly. This is due to the
loans raised principally by the Common-
wealth Government. What transpires at the
savings banks is evidence of that. Every
time a loan is floated, a considerable sum
is withdrawn from the savings banks and
inested in the loan. We have to remember
that continuous progress is necessary for all
sections of our people. We are not yet
sufficiently developed to maintain a steady
flow of work for all workers in everyv trade.
Quite apart from what is done, if we can
maintain continuous work, we will have
progress, but we must have money if we
want to progress. I am going to show what
it means to borrow money in Australia as
against borrowing in London. The Pre-
mier 's loan expenditure this year will be
about f4,00(O,000. He has arranged with
the Fedleral Government to borrow in Aus-
tralia E1.200,000, and in England £2.SO)Dr
000. This will cover his £4,0010,000 of ex-
penditure because he will get £500,000 re-
.stored to loan account by the farmers dlur-
ing this season.

The Premier, That does not include sales
over the counter here.

Haon. Sir JAMES MfITCRELL: The
Premier will not get very much from sales
over the counter. Some £500,000 will come

back from the Industriest Assistance Board
.a a perimert return.

The Minister for Lands: Tf it did not,
we would be in a bad way.

Ron. Sir JAM.NES ITTIIEtL: Pirmers
realise that they must pay uip, and the Min-
ister has made tint clear. With the good
season they are experiencing, and the price
they are getting for their wheat, they will
be able to pay, and surely will pay. The
Minister must be patient.

The Minister for Lands: I am, ven'
patient.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: '.\o, you
.are not. You are very importunate. I ant
afraid I was too lenint.

The Minister for Lands: T shall be
lenient wvhen T get the money in.

Eon. Sir JAMES MITC HELL: When
speaking on the Estimates Y referred to
the banking position of the Government.
Our real banking is done in London and
not with the Commonwealth Bank. Many
members are proud of the Commonwealth
institution.

Mr. Panton: We used to be.
Mr. A. Wansbrough: Yes, when it was

first established.
Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: When it

comes to a matter of finnning the Comt-
monwealth flank is not much real use to
the Government. We keep our accounts
with that bank and we find it useful
for drawing cheques agqdnst our account
there. The Commonwealth Bank honotira
our cheques, but it is nighty little that
the institution does for the State. Tni
times of emergency it does not give the
Government much real help. We must
remember that it is a Commonwealth in-
stitution, but at the sante titnejhe States
are treated fairly by the bank. The fact
cannot be denied, however, that the insti-
tution is not of much real use as our hank-
ers- If we wanted £500,000 for a few
weeks the Commonwealth Bank would
hesitate; if we wanted that sum for a few
months, there would be trouble. The banik
has not the capital.

The Minister for Lands: It has a
machine for printing notes.

Hon. Sir JAIWEfS ITCHEf LL: even so,
we will always be obliged to do our real
banking business in London. When T
went Home two years ago, and interviewed
our bankers, it was of great advantage to
the State. I was able to discuss our
finances with the management and to tell
them about Western Australia and what
we were doing with our money. r had no
trouble in arranging an Overdraft. We
could have bad £3,000,000 at 3 per cent.
interest. The rate is 4 per cent. new. It
means a tremendous lot to the State to he
able to work on an overdraft. That applies
particularly to the construction of public
works, because we can complete the opera-
tions before there is any necessity to
horrow money. Apart from that we can
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use the overdraft and go on the money
market when it is favonrable. By that
means the State is not forced to float
loans when the market is unfavourable.
It has to be borne in mind that -we cannot
go on the market just when we please.
We have to take our turn with other
States or dominions or even with other
parts of the world. We must meet the
market arrangements of the financiers.
Our bank has helped us in these matters.
I am glad to know that the 'Premier will
be leaving for London very soon. When
he meets our bankers and discusses our
financial position with them, he will find
matters much easier than they are to-day.
I am an Australian and I like to see goods
manufactured in Australia bought by the
Western Australian Government. I would
like to see those goods nmanufactured in
the State. I do not know whether hon.
members realise what it is costing us to
make our purchases with montey borrowed
in Australia. We have made a fuss about
the payment of £21,000 as dluty on loco-
muotives, That payment of duty is as
nothing compared with the disadvantages
arising from the borrowing of money in
Australia at a high rate. I do not know
whether we shall ever persuade the people
in the Eastern States who are making
money and have funds available for lead-
iog out, that if they desire more trade
they must be prepared to lend money
cheuply to the States. Britain leads
money to the dominions because she knows
that 'we buy British good. They atdopt
this policy in order that trade may follow.
That is the customt of all great nations.

ffwe go to London, borrow money, buy
goods and pay for them there, it means
that London secures an investment in
Australia by the sale of those goods. Aus-
tralia has not tried to do the same thing.
Australian financicrs make us pay the
highest possible rate for monsy and charge
the highest possible price for gooas. The
result is that under our system of borrow-
ing and loan redemption, we are paying
twice as much as we would have to i10 if
we were to borrow in London and pay in
Australia, since we eanuot escape the
payment of duty. The Premier intends
to float a loan of four millions. He will
not get the whole of that money ink Aus-
tralia. If he had to borrow that amount
in Australia, he would have to pay £E6 7s.
per cent., which would represent a cost of
£264,000 per anum as interest. If he
borrowed that money in London, which
be could do much more easily by simply
sending a cablegram to the bank, he wouldl
have to pay 5 per cent. which would repre-
sent a cost of £200,000 per annum for
interest. Our loans extend over periods
of 40 years or more and have to be re-
newed. Our system is to provide for the
redemption by way of sinking fund in 40
year-' timne or sn. If we take the differ-

care between the Australian and the ton-
doii rates over a period of 40 years, fit
means an additional cogt to Australia by
way of added interest, of £2,260,000. Then
if we take the interest on that additional
amount that has to be paid in London, it
represents another £2,2611,0010. Thus, at
the end of 40 years the extra cost to us
would be £4,520,000. That means to say
we would pay the £24,000,000 twice over,
ones in London bitt twice ini Australia if
we borrowed bore. We could never think
of it. Some may say that we have an
enormous Lean Bill. We tio not worry
much about the interest rates, whether
they be 5 per cent. or 6 per cent. As we
must borrow money over a long period of
years, the result is as I have stated, It is
easier to explain the effect if we take a
figure like £100,000, because that amount
is often spent. We intend to spend
£250,000 on the East Perth -power house.
The cost of £100,000 borrowed in As.
tralia under our metbod of repayment by
way of sinking fund over a period of 40
years, at £6 7s. per cent, compared with
the rate of £5 per cent. that would have
to be paid in London, would represent
£122,000 more than if we borrowed in
London. I am keen -on seeing the develop-
ment of Western Australia pushed on at, a,
far more rapid rate than we are inclined
to go at present. I have 110 hesitation in
aying that we should proceed more
quickly and that we should borrow large
sums of money at a cheap irate so that it
may bV, spent wisely and for the benefit of
everyone. The fact is outstanding, how-
ever, that we cannot borrow in Australia.
That is clear, We cannot be killed by the
price of money and interest charges in
order that we may purchase our require-
meats under those conditions. It is ia-
possible and it -would be wrong. If we
have regard to the big increases in prices
caused by our high tariff and hear in mind
the interest bill we would have to meet,
we can see where such a course would
land us. The high cost of money and
of goods is dlue to the tariff, but
the cost would not be so high if the
money were transferred from London.

'Mr. A. Wnnsbrough: That is why we are
poor.

Hon. Sir JAMES 'MITCHELL: Yet We
accept these high charges without any pro-
test. I do not know how much longer it
can go on, but future Treasurers will have
a tough job confronting them when they try
to meet their interest hills and meet the
cost of government under such conditiois.
I believe the exchange problem will be
righted. One result of increased exports
over imports will be that Australian money
wiB have to be invested in London to right
the exchanges. Just imagine £60,000,000
of our money invested in the old land merely
because we cannot import enough goods.
That money is - required for the develop-
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nieet of Australia and investment here with
reduced rates of interest. But the money
has to remain at the other end of the world
because we cannot exchange commodities on
an adequate basis. The Government have
too much to export and too little to import.
With our small population Australia must
have some measure of protection. But our
present system of protection is hitting West-
ern Australia in particular, and the whole of
Australia in general, very hard indeed in
many ways. I amt satised, howiever, that
the exchange trouble will lie overcome be-
fore very long but not-withstanding that, it
is necessary for the Premier to go to Lion-
don and interview our bankers if he is to
do the best possible for this State. I know
from experience what it meant to this coun.
try wlhen T w-as able to go to London and to
discuss our affairs with our bankers. The
Premuier will find the position much the
same. Western Australia is undeveloped
and it is more, important to uts that we
should borrow ,,hcre we can Secure money
cheapest, and busy our- goods where they
cost us least. Other States have money to
lend and if they lend it to themuselves they
get it coming and going. They have their
manufacturers, too. Thus it is that the
whole advantage, if there he tiny advan-
tage, goes to them. I can certainly any
that the whole of the disiadvntage leps with
its. I am sure that the Premier, will create
a good impression when be meets our
bankers, rnd I am also sure that when he
talks about £4,000,000 of loan money he
-will have to save every penny for interest,
and make use of his overdraft in L~ondon
as long as he can get it for 4 per coat, or
3 per cent.

The Premier: T have a pretty substan-
tial overdraft now.

Mr. George: Don't worry About that.
The Premier: It is good business.
Ron. Sir JAMES IM[TCTIWLL: Yes, get

the acconmmodation as cheaply as you can
and use your overdraft as long as jou can.
When the Premier goes to London and has
discussions wvith our bankers, his task will
be much easier. T amn not so much con-
cerned about the Premier, however, as Tam about the State. I have gone into this
financial question pretty closely and I real.
ise how advisable it is thnt the Premier
should proceed to the Old Land.

Sitting sispended from 6.75 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. Sir JTAMES MITCHETLL: T have
eindeavoured to shon- how mucht better it is
to borrow in London, and T hope my views
have convinced the Premier. at car rate to
some extent, that it is impossible to go on
borrouvini money in Australia at the Aus-
traliain rate, even to the tune of a million
.a year. T have shown what it means to
borrow fouar million pounds. and it iis easy
to calclete what it would cost to borrow
one million. We hay goods at the highiest

possible rates, and we borrow umouc at
the highest possible rates, because we bor-
row in Australia to pay for the goods. The
double disadvantage cannot hie faced. I
hops I have satisfied mtembers that our
banking should be done in London. It is
necessary to face the banker sometimes if
we are to get terms of advantage to the
State. Sufficient banking accommodation
granted at the right time and in the right
place means% a great deal in actual cash
saved to the State. It is Impossible to cal-
culate just how muc,, because urader the
system of banking in London, we do not
have to borrow the moneyv before we do the
work. We pay' interest on the daily bal-
aince, and the work is well advanced before
we need borrow, which is cheaper and bet-
ter than the old system. I hope nothingf
wvill prevent the Premier from making a
trip to London. When I say that, I1 am
speaking in the interests of the people.
lProbably I should not have mentioned it
without first telling the Premier that I in-
tended to do so, but it is a public duty.
We have before us the great work of de-
veloping this vast State, and its develop-
nment is neessary in our own interests, iind
perhaps even more necessary' in the inter-
ests of the Commonweolth tind of the
Empire. I hop# the Premier will go to
London to discuss these questions with the
people-who will benefit from the populating
of Australia and the building uip of a
great customer for- the Old land. Misning
revival will come from capital suppfled
largely from London. I Wiluna is de-
veloped, as we have very reason to believe
it will be, it will mean the introduction of
,a lot of capital.

The Premier: I have received a letter
to-day, from the people interested in Wit-
Unit.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I think
they are doing their part. They are mak-
ing a thorough test of the field, are they
not?

The Premier: Yea. They say if the shaft
sinking now going on beats out the results
of the bor-ing, they will raise a large amount
Of capital at Home.

Ban. Sir JAMES ITCHELL: flat is
good newsi. It seems that the Government
could not do better than agree to submit a
Bill fo- the construction of the railway it
the company are prepared, after close ex-
anuinatior. ft put up sufficient money to
Ilevolop the fieldl. We want that done4
It is all very well to talk about mining do-
veloproent. We can and do work the small
shows, but if we are to have a mining re-
vival, it will come from the expeaditare of
large sums of money supplied by people who
can afford it. We in Western Australia are
not very keen on shares, bilt people ii, tl,s
Old Country are. It would be of advant-
age to the State if the Premier were able
to meat the men who inflluence mining. In
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London everyone does not look into the
question of investments for himself. He
trusts someone to suggest an investment
When the Premier goes to London ha will
probably meet only one man, Lord Glendine,
who will fix things up while he waits. If the
price suits, he will arrange to fix things on
a certain date. If the Premier wants a re-
newal loant ho does not go to the people who
hold the scrip; he goes to Lord Glendine;
who arranges. for it to be done at a certain
price and at a certain time. The Premier
will not unset hundreds of men who put up
money for these ventures, he will meet one
man who can say yea or nay. That is the
strange part of about it, and it is the mole
important that we should not be misunder-
stood. It is important that the men who
control money for investment should meet re-
presentatives of the State and discuss mat-
toe with them. We want a large sum Ot
money for mining, and if we can pet Wiltins
going and it proves successful, I daresay it
will ra-sulle in a large amount of money being
brought into the State. Some people in Lon-
don seem to entertain great doubts regard-
ing the future of Western Australia, but I
think they are more concerned about labour
difficulties than they need be. Such difficul-
ties oceor all the world over, The value of
investments and the chances of success can
best he explained to the London people by
the head of the Government. There are other
miatters, I could discus;, but T do not know
that members arc. very interested in the sub-
ject of finance. It is a dry subject, and I
am afraid they do not care much about it so
long as the Freinier has some money to give
them for a road, a culvert or a new bicycle
track, or to help make a trotting track at
Fremautle. I should like to assure members
that thn, very life of this country depends
upon GovMMOrmnt activity. It is at pity 1%
should be so, but the finances, private and
public, are such that the very employment 0±
our people depends upon the ability of the
Government to finance satisfactorily. This
is well wvorth the serious thought of mem-
boe. It is not a bit of use saying, "Here
are 5300 men who want jobs," unless we
know where we can get money to provide
the work. Men will fall out of employment
unless we are able to keep the work going.
It is ouir duty to see that the progress of
the country is such that there will be r'd
9hort:'Re Of Wurk. God knows there is oppor-
tunity. We can create wealth, but before we
get to that stage, we have to spend money in
order that the spade work may be done. Let
members realise that it is no good tailing
a man ho ought to have work, or good pay or
that he should live under improved con-
ditionq, unless we provide, as we must do,
for increased development- Progress is all
too glow everywhere. The Premier knows
that if we had developed the wheat belt 40
years sooner, we would not be in the position
in whic-h we find ourselves to-day. Just as

we were late in developing the wheat belt, so
we are late in developing the South-West and
the North West. We are now faced with the
difficulty of carrying on development at ver)l
much higher cosfts, and under disadvantages
cast upon us by Federation, the high tariff
and so on. So it is the more necessary that
the Government should interest themselves
closely end actively in this work. I congrat:
ulate the Premier upon having stuck so
closely to the Estimates of his predecessor.

The Premier; ]Following a good example.
Hon. Sir JrAM.ES MITCHELL; A very

good example indeed. I cannot associate my-
self with one or two of the items, but aparto
from those exceptions, I could well adopt
these Loan Estimates as my own,

Mr. A. Wanebrough: To which one do yew
object-'tha State Implement Works?

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I do not
mind saying that the speech delivered by
the Premier might well have come from ma
when I bad the pleasure of introducing Loan
Estimates. Oh, ye;, he is getting on.

Vote putt and passed.

Vote-RPailways and Tramways, etc.,
£6658,078:
Item, Baits anti Fast enings-Rilwaya,
£80,000.
Mr. GEORGE: Seeing that the Govern-

wnt have lately embarked on a policy of
borrowin rails--they propose to take up
the Lake Clifton line-they aight cast
around and consider a large number of rail-
ways laid to mining districts that have not
fulfilled the hopes of the people. There is
the Suniutone railway. Another is the Layer-
ton railway, which is very little used. I
think a train runs about once a month on
some of tha lines.

The Premier: No, once a week.
Dir. CEORGE: The question of borrow-

ing rails from lines that are not of as much
use as we would like them to be, should receive
very careful thought. The price of rails is
very high; £16 per ton has been paid for
second-hand rails in the last two months and
conld be obtained to-day. The rails in some
of the lines were obtained for probably £4 to
£6 per ton, aud if they ware borrowed to
assist the agricultural districts, they could
he replaced when mining developed, as it is
intended to replace the Lake Clifton line
later on.

The Premier: That is your joke.
item, R lling Stock-Railways, £155,000.
Mr. GEORGE: I wish to refer to a few

remarks attributed to the Minister at a meet-
ing last night. It looks as if the £Z125,000
will be required principally for locomotives.

The Minister for Railways: No. That is
for the next couple of years.
- Mr. GEORGE: This business of extend-
ing our railways without providing an aria-
quate supply of rolling stock for the exten-
sions can only cod in a worse state or
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affairs than we hare to-day. Already there
is a shortage of trucks. I should like to see
the vote for rolling stock placed in such
a position that whenever a new line is being
built the proportion of rolling stock neces-
sary for it is at once put in hand. Our
rolling stock never has kept pace with oar
increased mileage of railways. If the Mid-
land Junction workshops cannot build the
trucks, someone else will be prepared to do
so. Our rolling stock requires a thorough
overhauling. The eoachtg stock and freight
wagons should also be added to., - If the
stock were increased the work of the rail-
ways would be facilitated, the neircmoda-
tion for the public would be improved, and
the working costs wvould come downi.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: A
considerable portion of the £125,000 will he
used for the new locomotives Ins the pro-
grammie laid down for this year there is the
construction of ten "L'' class locomotives
to cost C37,000; vacuumn brakes on goods
stock, £3,750; 500 additional tarpaulins;
two bogey and two sheep wagons for the
Port fledland-M1arble Bar railway; the to,,-
version of 50 'I" wagons into ''0("GC"
wagons capable of carrying tea tons: one
suburban conch of a Dew design, and 50
new ''GC'' wagons. 'These will cost about
£48,000. In addition the ten new Ipoomotived
will cost about £90,000. If tlhe 'duty of
E21,000 is remitted by the Comunonwehltli
Government we shall have still more money
with which to build rolling stock. We haveS'
a considerable numnber of bodies of* '0tP"
trucks which were converted into other
tratcks some years .ago, but which can be
,,tilised by adding other wheeli and other
under carriages. Some of the duty has al-
ready been paid on the' material that has
been landed. It isgenerilly recognised thati
rush work in expensive. If we can so ar-
range our plans that we know what we are
going to do, and hare a steady systemn of'
development in the ma'tter of rolling stoeld
so that we may keep ahiead of actual renire-
ments and repair and paint the rolling stock
that reouires attention, we shall be in a
better position than wye are in to-day. With
regard to the passenger traffic, for the next
foar weeks we shall not bave a single ear-
riage available in ease of emergency. If
anvthinc goes wrong. with onr wagos 'xe
shall have to curtail the service. Proetieolly
ever" coach will l'e in li-e. Some of the car-
race, are in need of painting and repair-
ing, but we cannot take thenm off' the trsffie
to carry out this work.

Mr. George: You agree that if vou find
the moneY you wmuld build more rnlline
stoekl

The MINISTER FOR RAiLWAYSV: Vs.
By reoreaniqine and rrarrangina Il'bAfq we
have heen able to increase our daily rilcaae
of rolling stock from 23 miles to 07 mili,q.
fiut for this we omald rot have been able
to get along with the rolling stock we have.

Under the present system it is proposed to
add to the rolling stock each year. By this
means we should be able to keep a certain
number of men in regular employment. We
should not have a hundred good men work,
ing to-day and be obliged to put them
off after three months, and he faced with
the difficulty of replacing them when work
is brisk once more. We hope to have a
steady working programme, and have on
band at all times good men to deal with the
roiling stock. It will then Dot be necessaryi
to import anything, for we shall have the
shops, the nmaehinery, and the men. Every-
thing that has been done at the workshops
during the past five years has been done bet-
ter than if the stock had been imported. The
men know they have to keep the rolling
stock in reasoniable repair, and have put
their hest work into it. According to the
programme laid down for the next three
years a certain amount of additional rolling
stock will be under construction all the time.
Unnecessary rush will thus be avoided and
unnecessary expense that is usually nssov*
iated with rush work.

Mr. J. It. SMITH: T wont to deal with
Tten, 22.

The CHAIRMAN: 'rhe hon,. menmber coil-
not ro back to that.

ltcm-Sarveys, n'-", lines, £1000O
M%.r. CIR1 FITIIS: How far is it prioied

to extend the Yarraniony Easti aids line?
T understand that the survey ljas ben com-
pleted from the Wvalcatehem-Bencubhin
line. Is anything contemplated witl, regard
to an extension from Beneubbin?

Mr. J. HI. SMITH ; Is it proposed to con-
struet a new line from .Iarnadup to Pem-
bertoaf I understand the Existing Lines are
not prepared to tike over th-,t railway on
account of its baa condition. Is it proposed
to survey a new routel

The CHAIRM1AN: This survey was umale
some time ago.

The Premier: The bon. member means~
the relaying of the line.

The CHAIMAN: The bon. member is
out of order. T understand the line is al-
ready built.

Mr. J1. IT. SMITH: Why has no provision
been made for the aurver of the line he-
tween Mlanjiniup and Mt. Barker, as re-
commended bir the advisory board? It is
important that this tract of country should
he opened up.

The CHTAIRMAIN: Trnm the survey been
autbo,-ised!

Mr. J1. H. SMITH: No.
The CHAIRMAN: Then the lion. nmember

is out of order.
Air. L. TT. SMVITH: I ,nde,,tnnd that

Rhen speaking on the Loan PstiinuteR one
can oak the reason why an item has not
been provided.

The C4HATRM.%AN: The hin. memnl'r is
out of order. This is a queostion of the
survey of new lines.
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A11r. .1. 1:. SMITH: I shall move to dis-
seat frm your ruling, N~r. Chairman.

[Mr. Smiithbhanded in his motion of dis-
sent in writing.]

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member's
motion to dissent refers to the Bridgetown-
Jarnadup railway item, which has been
passed by.

The Premaier: The itemk which the member
for Nelson missed is No. 22.

The CHAIRMIAN: I ruled the member
for Nelson out of order in discussing on
Item 31 a railway mentioned in Item 22.

Mr. J. HI. SMITH: I am disagreeing
with the Chairnan 's ruling that a proposed
railway which is not inentioneil on the
Estimates cannot he discussed.

The CHAIRMAN: This is not a question
of ain item not being on the Estimates.

Mr. J. H1. SMITH: I bowed to your rul-
ing in that direiction, Sir; and then you
ruled against mue for discussing a railway
that is not on the Estimates.

The CHAIRMAN: Certainly not. The
lhon, member's motion of dissent is not in
accordance with my ruling.

Hon. Sir .TAMES MI1TCHELL: The
member for Nelson first thoughi the item
referred to the Jarniadup-Penberton rail-
way. Now he understands that the refer-
ence is to the 17-Mile Sid ing--soeth ing
dlone without Parliamentary authority. The
hon. member wants to discuss the exten-
sion of the Penmberton line to Northcliffe,
which I think comes under this vote.

Mr.t GEORGE: On page 13 there is an
item, Bridgetosrn-.Jaraadup extension devia-
tion. In connection with that item the
anticipated progress to the 30th June, next
is not mentioned. The hon. member 's
point is that the Bridgetown-Jernadup ex-
tension is not completed, and that he is
seeking information in the interests of his
constituents.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS:- I am one
of the oldest memibera here, and during my
time in this House it has always been the
rule that if a member wanted to bring np
anything with regard to a division, he must
do it on thie general fliscussion. When we
are on items, a member ran only 'deal with
what an item refers to.

The PREMTER: On a point of order, I
think we ought to know just where we are.
Is the member for Nelson going on with
his motion of dissent? If so, all this dis-
cussion is entirely out of order. If not,
wte should proceed with the items.

Mr, J. H. SMITH: It is only natural to
suppose that if I hand in a notice of dis-
sent, I desire to go on with it.

The CHIAITRM.AN: Mfy ruling was that
the member for 'Nelson could not refer to
rtem, 22 on Item 31.

Mr. J. H. SMITH:t I bowed to your
ruling in that respect, Sir; but my brief
experience is that one can inquire, in con-
nection with railwsays or ronds, whly a sur-

Vcy has not been miade for such and such
a work, and ilsy an itemi for it does not
appear on the Estirnatesl

Mr, TAYLOR: I think there is a mis-
apprehension. The member for Nelson rose
to speak on Item 22, which be thought was
Item 31, Being ruled out of urder, the
bon. member said, "'I will discuss the miat-
ter on Item M."''When you ruledl him out
of order for the sec-end timie, Mr. Chairman,
he was discussing sos reyb.

The CHAIRAN : I am informed that
thO Survey in qlUeSiiossl is not in the vote.
If that is so, it cannot ha discussed siow.
It should have bean referred to in tha
general discussion. We are easw dealing
witlh 'ten' 31.

MrI. J. II. SMI1TH: One again, Sir-
The CHAIRMAN : I rule this nintion to

dissent out of eruler. It does not dleal with
my ruling.

Mr. J. U.T ,;'%TITJI: Mlay I refer you to
page 13, Mr, Chairman?

The ('IAIRMNAN:- No. I eunnot allow
an- further discussion on this..

Xr. .11, II. RMTH: I regrTet, thess, that
I shall have to move to dissent fromn your
rilling.

The CUAIMAN: The hon. member will
have to put up his dissent in a form dif-
ferent from that which he has submitted:

The Premier: The member for 'Nelsoi is
making a farce of the proceedings.

The (THAIRMNA N: The member for Nel-
son will have to send up his notice of dis-
sent in writing, so that it mayr he under.
stood. The notice of dissent which he has
handed in is not in ordler.

Mfr' J3' H. SMITH: Well, T dlon't know
what y'oL didI rule.

Mr. SAMPSON: I dlesire to dIraw atten-
tion to the need for a survey in the Upper
Darling Range district.

The Premier: That is out of order.
The CHAIRMAN: The item refers to

new surveys.
Mr. SAMPSON: Has any provision bken

-nade for a new survey in connection
with the Upper Darling Range railsenly With
t:he objlect of eliminating thie ilansteress and
costly zig-zag railway? T hope thsat if it is
not provided for, eonside'-aitinn will he given
fo it.

Mr. HOLjMAN: 'Menl'-ers are entitled to
know the details of the itemn. Tle'r Minister
for Works9 should be able to give informa-
fion as to what surveys v are providled under.

The Premier: That information will be
found on page 13 of the Estimates.

Ron. Sir .TAMFS 'MITCHTELL: The
member for Nelson, (Mr. .1, 11. Smith)
wishes to know whether the item covers the
Pemberton-Northecliffe survey. Purely the
Minister can tell us that!

The MNITNSTER FOR WOR'KS: The
survey,4 lav' aed for are Lake Grace-
-'sewdegatte, Norsesnan-Salmon Gums, Pero-
herton1-Northeliffe, Pith ar-eastwards, and
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Yarramony eastwards. Those surveys will
be finished before June.

IteM-Water supply, leew lilies, £50,000.
Mr. LATHAM: Some reference has been

imade to the Narembeen-Mferredia extension.
There is a stretch of line from Merredin to
Dudinia, where there is no water supply at
all. Also at Wadderin Rock, on the Narem-
been-Merredin line, there is great need for
a supply.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I have
not ill the details as to where the supplies
will be actually put in, but I am confident
that one is to be furnished ait Wadderin
4iock.

Jtem-WVyalathem-Mt. Marsitall extot-
sion to Doteerini-Merred ia, £600:

Mr. GRI FFLTHS: It bas been asked
fiat this line should lie extended another
10 miles. Certaincly something should be
done for those people in that district, a num-
ber of whom have been there for 12 years.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No
money is provided in this item for that ex-
tension. This Is only to complete the nuth-
orised work.

Itemn-Tramwuays, Perth electric and ex-
tensions, £50,000:

'Mr. GEORGE : When, the other night,
the Minister complained of the competition
of the eharabanes with the trains, my reply
was that the charabance must be filling a
public need or they would not be patronised
so well as they are. Why he loses passengers
on the Clarem~ont to Perth route is because
the tram takes 50 minutes, whereasq the
charabanc does the journey in 17 minutes.
The Minister might improve the tramway
service by extending the Claremont line, and
joining up with the Mount's Bay line at
Crawley.

The Premier: The Claremont line should
never have been built on its present route.

Mr. GEORGE: if that were done the
time for the journey would he reduced to a
little over 30 minutes, and so the "Minister
woold capture a lot of the traffc now going
to the charabanes.

The Mlinister for Lands: Why didn 't von
adopt the Royal (Cnmission 's recomnmenda-
tions?

'Mr. GEORGE: T know nothing about
that. I am meri-ly trying to help the Mfin-
ister.

Item-Electric power station, East Perth:
'Mr. GEORGE: 'When, the other evening,

the Premier was speaking of the East Perth
station, and the money expended on it. T
interjected that it wonld net be wasted. But
one newspaper reported me as merely having
said "wasted," as if I meant the money
spent on the East Perth station had been
wasted. I never said anything of the sort,
and nothing but a wilfuil perversion of words
could have attributed it to tae.

Mr. NORTH: The Premier, while in
England, should look into the question of

power stations, and see whether it would not
be wise to embark immediately on the larger
Collie power scheme thrown over by the
select committee in favour of a local Collie
power scheme. Owing to the water difficulty
there is at East Perth onily a limited pos-
sible extension to meet requirements.

The Minister for Railways: Oh no, we
can get over that difficulty.

'Mr. NORTH: Obvious advantages would
accrue by the introduction of the main Col-
lie power schemne, which would serve not only
Perth, hut all the country between Perth andl
Collie, and on to Bunbury. That scheme is
of the utmost importance. In that opinion I
am backed up by the General Power Con-
ference that Bat in London.

The Premier: Our electrical engineer at-
tended that conference.

Mr. NORTH: Let me read a couple of
statements made by experts and politicians
at that conference. Sir Philip Lloyd Green,
M.P., sid:-

Pew things would do more to assist im-
migration than the development of the
Dominion's power resources. Power de-
velopment would he an important factor
in decreasing the cost of living, and would
increase the prospects of Empire settle-
ment.

On another day at the same conference, this
was said:-

As the resuilt of war wvostage, there Was
insufficient wealth in the world to ma in-
tamn the pre-war standard of living. The
only practical aid was development of
electrical power. As compared with the
TTnited States in respect of suoi develop-
nient, Great r-itanin was a bad se-ond.

]cFolowing upon that power conference the
"West Australian'' newspaper ad;-ocated
the impbrtonee of power development in
Western Australia. .1 will not read what
wag written, because T realise that Mr.
Taylor is visiting England and America
looking into the question. I do, honwever,
urge on the Government the advisability
of holding back, if it is possible to do so,
any tenders that may bave been received
in connection with increasing the plant ait
the East Perth station, because, whichever
way we look at it, it is only a matter of
time before we shall have to embark upon
ain econoici scheme to suit all conditions.
I am sure that the present Government
are, in favour of labour-saving devices.
They are ealled the Labour Party, but I
anm convinced that in their heorts they
are in these days a labour-saving party,
trying to get the best results in every
possible way. The question of conveying
power from the pit's mouth over a copper
wire will have to be faced at no distant
date. This has been done in Victoria., as
we are aware. I think that 1' . millions4
has been spent there already.

The Minister for Lands: We sell curreat
here cheap-er thann they do there.
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Mr. INORTH:- I knuow, but that does
not alter the fact that we are dealing with
a department that handles the coal traffi.
We do not know what is the real coat of
hadling the cool. There are such things
as book entries. Sooner or later it will be
found essential to embark on the schemte
of generating at the pit's month. I have
had intimations front various engineers to
the effect that we should embark upon
such a scheme at once.

The Minister for Lands: We have tso
find the money first.

Mr. NORTH: We can find money for
land settlement which is problematical.
For months I have listened in this Chsin-
her to complaints bmy members that we
have no inmports to balance our exports.
That to a great extent accounts for the
money difficulty in London. It is due
largely to the fact that we have no sec-
ondary industries in this State to purease
the wheat and wool that we produce.
That question will be solved very quickly
if we turn our attention to the generation
of electricity at the pit's mouth at Collie.
We shall thus have cheap power, not only
for the nietropolitan area, but for the dis-
triets between Perth and Collie. The
Premier told uns a few days ago that he
was astounded at the enormous strides
made in the last five or six years in the
development of electrical power in Perth
and the consequent development of indus-
tries. The Estimates submitted by the
eonlmittee that investigated this question
of the local production of curreit, were
erroneous, that is, taking Into considera-
tion the influx of trade if the scheme was
started in tile proper way and in the
proper time. We must remember that
every additional million unite consumed
in Perth means extra haulage of coal over
hundreds of miles. 'How much more ecoit-
omical would it be to convey the current
over a copper wire which would do all thetn
work for us just as the wires do in this
Chamber when we ring a boll. I would
not care if it cost a couple of millidas to
instal the scheme. The matter will have

o be faced hefore we go much further.
We cannot always depend upon primary
uoroduetion. No country ever became great
through primary production; it had to
have secoindary industries to act as feed-
-rs and to ittilise the products obtained.
Elere we have no secondary industries to
speak of so that the trouble cannot be
-sured. It can, however, be cured If this
House decides to instal the scheme to
which I have referred. I urge upon the
Premier, while he is in England, to make
-t close investigation of the Trade Facili-
ties Act which is in force there for the
'purpose of assisting the Domniniona in
erecting plants free of cost, on lines simi-
Tar to those that I have suggested. Tf he
makes, the neepssary inquiries he will find
*1hat he can obtain R plant on reasonahle

teru and o, begin to cure some of the
troubles from which we are suffering.

Item, Electric Power, East Perth, £70,000:

Mr. SAMPSON: I understand that the
n~ower station at East Perth has almot
reached the limit of its power of produ-
tie;r and because of this there is sonie
linxiety in respect of the extension of
rmbles into new dis5tricts. I know that thne
value of current cannot be over-estimated
and that in regard to small centres suck
as Canning Va~e, Kelinscott, Maddington
and other places to which cables have
been carried, thiere has been added pros-
perity because the power provided has
enabled owners of orchards to inetal
pumps. I had the opportunity lFat Satur-
dlay of going over anL orchard where an
electric pump had been pot lit beside theL
Canning River. That orchard had been
turned from a non-paying into a reason-
ably paying proposition. I ant anxious to
know whether the amouint provided on the
Estimates, £E70,000, will permit of addi-
tioual extensions being wade to East Can-
niagton, 'Maida Vale, Mfuacariug, Sawyers'
Valley, 'Pariterville, MtN eea n te
olaces. The people in those centres are
ainxious to secure these facilities and are
prepared to ji. In miany instances they
have put tip guarantees. 1 know that re-
garding Mundarig the proposition will be
payable. Again, the pumping stations have
to rely upon firewood, and that means the
construction of roads. Carrying the
CUret to tlmse places will also make
gardening possihle in many instances,
where at tine present time it is quite iar-
possible.

The -MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: The
urcvious Government called tenders for
extensions to the power honuse arid these
have been received but iiot yet dealt with.
When the work is carried out we shall be
able to make extensions all over the metro-
politan area. Like everytbingi else, it is
just a matter of money. Wfien the addi-
tional plant baa breen installed we shall be
able to augment oir services in many
directions. I know that the extensions
wil pay, but we have not the means With
wvhich to carry them out. W'e are unlike
other capitals where they do not Ihave to
look to the Governient to sulpl'y every.
thing for public utilities. ]it sonie of thie
other cities. there are boards controlling
these institutions, and they raise their
rwn capital and work can b6e carried out
quickly and cheaply.

Hon. Sir James MNitchell: If we had some-
thing similar our loan expenditure would not
look so big.

Tlhe MI'NISTER FOR RAILWAYS: That
is so. We eon onlr raise sufficient money
each -year to enable us to do a.v eertsin
amount of work. We could do three times
as motch if we could increase our loan ex-
peniliture, but that is out of the question
j1nst now when the price of money is so
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high. That is one of thc items we lhave in
mind for the future. When the plant is
extended we shall practically double our
output.

Mr. Sampson: The people residing in the
hills appreciate what has been done, and
they hope the scheme will be extended.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: We
shall not be able to extend those facilities
until we have sufficient plant.

ltem.-Lakeside-Celcb ration railway pur-
chae, £18,600;

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON; I believe the line
was an old timber railway. Has it been
purchased and handed over to the Working
Raiways?

The PREMIER:. The railway was pur-
chased for the amount specified in the Eisti-
mates. It was a timber line no longer re-
quired by the company. Seeing that it
served the Hampton Plains mines, it was
considered unwise to allow the rails; to be
palled up. People had to convey all their
supplies from B~oulder to Celebration.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Particularly
water.

The PREMIER: Yes. Consequently it
was decided to purchase thme line and it has
been operated for some months now.

Mr. George: It is a very reasonable price.
The PREMIER: It is slightly amore than

the bon. member suggested when in Charge Of
the department. The line is of great benefit
to the people it serves.

H1on. Sir James -Mitchell: We are all
agreed that the line should have been pur-
chased.

Vote put and passed.

Votei-Tlarbotim and Rivers, U601,600:

Item-renantfe Harbour Works, 865,000:

Mr. SLEEMAN: Pardion of the Fre-
mantle district has been neglected. T refer
to the jetty and haqrbour facilities at Thonup-
son's Bay, Rottuest Island. The jetty is
in a diangerous condition. Thme last time T
was there, it was one moving mass and a
boat of any size would probably carry it
away. We are eadeavouring to popularise
Rottacat Island .ms a tourist resort and in
fairness to thc people who go to thr island,
their lives should not br endangered when
they are landing. T hope something will be
done veryr soon.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. nmeulier can-
not discuss that matter on this item. Itenm
42 refers to improvements to harbour ; and
livers, and he can discuss thme question on
that item.

Mr. SLEFAA:. Only recently the Mlin-
ister for Works, -when discussingr union mat-
ters, said that Rottacat came within the
home port of Fremantle. That being so,
any works must come within the scope of
the item relating to the Frenmantle harbour
works.

The CHAIMAN: No, you must deal
with the point under the later itcm.

MrI. SLEEMAN: Dealing with the Fre-
mantle harbour itself, same provision should
be made for a dock there. Pren'nntle will
never he an up-to-date port until those facili-
ties are provided. When it was found neces-
sary to terminate the negotiations for the
purchase of one dock recently, the Govern-
ment should have made inquiries with aL view
to securing another dock. Fremaintle is the
first and last port of call in Australia, and
yet there is hardly adequate provision for
the docking of a fishing boat! Sonicthing
should be done in this matter as soon as pos-
sible. While the Premier is ine England, he
should look into this question.

Mr. Taylor: And bring back a dock with
him.

Mr. NORTH: I support the remarks of
the member for Fremantle. It is rather a
conmnentary on the value of a trust in con-
trol of such a big undertaking as the Fre-
mantle harbouir that they have not been able
to provide a dock there.

The Minister for Lands: It is not within
the province of the trust to purchase a dock.

Mr. 'NORTH: That is uinfortunate be-
cause neither the Governmepnt nor private
enterprise can deal with time mnntter. The
Governiment are overloaded with liabilities
and private enterprise cannot step in because
of the existence of the truist. A year ago I
noticed in a report furnished by the P. & 0.
Company, reference to the fact that owing
to the absence of docking facilities at Fre-
mantle, they had decided to make Syduey
their terminal port. The suggestion at
the tinle was that had dlocking facilities been
available at Fremantle, the comlpany would
havle probably made that place the terminal
port. I made this question one of the planks
of my platform during the election, and I
set out to take advantage of the first op-
portunity to stress the importance of a dock
at Fremaintle.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Parlia-
mecat agreed to the construction of a dock
ait Fremntle some years. ago.

Mfr. North: It was very unfortunate.
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Aq a re-

sult of that we have one berth there that
cost jis not less thman £200,000. Seeing that
one additional berth was provided as a re-
sult of the excavation, it was not all w-asted.
We are limited in regard to OUr expenditure.
Sonic years back we could have got a float-
ing dock for £80,000, but the people of Pre-
mantle wsonld not have it. Then later on
there was the attempt to construct a dock.
No less than £E2,265,000 is reqluired for
land settlement purposes. I want another
£-300,001. If members desire land settle-
ment and want works to go on as well,
flies cannot have both. Provision is mnade
in 'the Psi mates for £1,500 for a slipway
at Arthur 's Head.

'Mr. Sleeman: That will not take a decent
sited boat.
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I give way
to no man in advocsting the provision of
facilities; for Fremantle. As the member for
Mit. Margaret (Mr. Taylor) knows, if Parlia-
ment had taken notice of my objection years
ago, £200,000 would not have been wasted
there. The Government will not put a dock
at ErmantIe unless it is one that will meet
all the requirements of the port. No matter
what agitation may be started, we shall not
buy a dock that is useless. When the time
arrives and money is cheaper, the question
will be considered. It would be unwise to

thin of ag6J per.nt for money.
Mr. Slea: You would not suggest

waiting until money is cheaper?
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Out interest

bill at present is very high, bat wre hope in
a few yers money will be cheaper and then
weshl be able to do more work. No one
to-day would undertake works, merely for
the sake of doing them, with money at 6lj
per cent. Members will find that the Treasurer
hss prodided for nearly a million morn than
the amount he is allowed to borrow, and he
will have considerable worry to carry oat all
the works set down for the current year. We
want the country to progress ; we want to
carry out works; we want our harbours
and railways up-to-date, but the money is
not available at present, and wve must cut our
ooat according to our cloth. The member
for Northam last year found himself in a
precisely similar position.

Items-Impro'eent to Marbours and rivers,
115,600.

Mr. HUGHES: I congratulate the Govern-
ment on having taken into consideration the
important work of reclaiming the Swan River
foreshore above the Cavuseway. For many
nrsw e have waited for something of the

.nd to be done. For a mile above the Cause-
way the low-lying flats and swamps have been
a breeding place for mosquitoes. To minimise
the mosquito nuisance, the municipality of
Perth has been spending upwards of £700 a
year for kerosene. If the municipal authori-
ties continue spraying stagnant water till
doomsday they will not suceed in eradicating
the pest. They can only hope to keep it in
check. It is recognised that the only way
to eradicate the pest is to reclaimt the marshes
and do away with the stagnant pools. When
the river is high, the water runs over the
marshes, but in the summer it does not drain
bank to the main channel, and there is soma-
thing like 400 acres of swamp land carrying
stagnant water. Those poohs must be drained
into the main channel.

Mr. North: What about getting mosquito.
ating fish ?

Mr. HUGHES: I am afraid they would
not reign 10 minutes ;I would wager on the
umquitoes to eat the fish in no time.

The Premier: They are some mosquitoes
down theme

Mr. Taylor: I believe they rear up on
their hind legs and drink out of a bucket.

Mr. HUGHES: FRom a health point of view
the mosquito pest is bad, and it is an annoy-
anee to the people. Since the septic tanks

and filter beds have been there, the refuse
has been filtering into the river, and this has
been responsible for stimulating the growth
of algae. The expert, Longley, pointed out
that there was more fertiliser going into the
river per acre than many farmers need on
their land.

Mr. Sampson: He pointed out that the
filter beds had nothing to do with the presence
of the algae.

Mr. HUGHES : He said the nitrogenous;
matter that filtered into the river was stimula-
ting the algae. At East Perth and Como, the
algae is a nuisance, and a menace to publoc
health.

Mr. Sampson: Algae exists in all similar
waters.

Mr. HUGHES: The expert recommended
the dredging of the river above the Causeway
to a depth of 5Mt. and the filling up of the
swamps with the spoil taken from the channel.
A large quantity of ashes from the power homse
could be used for the reclamation work. The
member for Canning (Mr. Clydesdale) has
been responsible for reclamation work on the
eastern side of the river, and it has proved
highly successful. Experts point out that if
a 5ft. channel were dredged and the marshes
drained. 320 acres of land on both sides of
the river could be reclaimed. If the river
be given & decent scour, it will carry away the
algae, and thus minimise the effect of the filter
beds on the river.

Mr. Griffiths: And take the algae to Ned-
lands.

Mr. HUGHES: No.
Mr. Sleerman: It would take the algae to

Fremantle.
Mr. HUGHES: Then it would be Wem

mantle's job to pass it on. If the member
for Fremantle can persuade the Premier to
extend the harbour to Rottest-

The Premier: The algae my be held up
at the salubrious suburb of Clarmont.

Mr. HUGHES:z I think it would have more
respect for that suburb than to lodge there
I understand the placing of the item on the
Estimates is a tentative arrangement. The
City Council are spending £700 to minimise
the mosquito pest, and the revenue of the
city will benefit largely if the reclamation
work is undertaken. I agree with the Premier
that the council should stand in and bear
a share of the cost of this work, or else pay a
percentage of the interest and sinking fund
year by year. I am dealing with this question
because the member for Canning is absent in
the Eastern States. With the 320 acres re-
claimed, the municipality would have land
for a, first-lass esplanade on the eastern shore
of the river. Victoria Park is growing at such
a rate that I should not be surprised if120 years
hence we have a city eat of the river.

Mr. Griffiths: The reclamation would be
the making of Victoria Park.

Mr. HUGHES: It certainly would stimulate
the development of the district for residential
purposes. The City Council should be pme
pared to pay if they can obtain a strip of land
along the river for an esplanade. The sugges-
tion is to dredge at Park Harrison island, and
turn the remaining part into botanical gardens
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The land will increase in value and the ratee
will go up, so that it should be a sound pro-
position for the city of Perth to bear its shr
of the cost. It is claimed for the mosquitoes
in East Perth that they have carried more
men into parliament than anything else.

Mr. Pauton : What will you do if we get
rid of them ?

Mr. HUGHES: They will be unable to

car ny nw member in. The work I men-
tion wil eutify the river.

The Premier: The City Council must come
in-

Mr. HUGHES: The Government have
shown their willingness to play their part,
and I believe the City Counci will do theirs.
I understand the intention is that the Mlinister
for Works will have a conference with the
members of the City CounciL This is the first
time this matter has been placed on the Esti-
mates and I hope that some lasting good will
result.

Vote put and passed.
'oi-lWater 8apply and Sewerage, £669,1900

1tem&wergePerth and Fremantle, etc.,
£96,000 :

Mr. TAYLOR:. Will the Premier explain
whether any portion of this money will he
devoted to the sewerage of Leederville ?

The PREMIER: This is mainly made
up of work now in progress at Subiaco. The
main outfall for sewerage is under construc-
tion. There will also he money for house
couneotiona in any areas already reticulated.

Mr. NORTH: The select committee ap-
po inted by the Legislative Council to inquire
into the metropolitan water supply recom-
mended that th storm water drainage for
Subisa should be stopped pending the arrival
of the new engineer-in-chieL. I understand
it is intended to construct separate concrete
drains for sewerage and storm water. The
people along the coast between North Beach
and Fremantle are very much concerned about
the disposa of sewage into the sea sad
fear a repetition of the trouble that has arisen
in the river. I hope that every care will be
taken to render the sewage harmless. It
should be possible to use the sewage matter
for the establishment of a farm on the sandy
arem between Subiaco and the coast.

Itemk-Mfetropol itan Water Suppy, C437.000:
Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: In to-night's paper

the report of the select committee appointed
by the legialative Council is published. This
committee went exhaustively into this ques-
tion.

Mr. Panton: What does it say ?
W. N. B. JOHNSTON: I have not yet

had an opportunity of going into it, but I hope
the Premier will see that the report is carefuly
weighed hy the officers of the Deprtment and
that something is done to reduce this expendi-
ture.

The PREMIER:- The report sill be care-
fully considered by the Government, and by
the expert officers of the department.

M1r. Taylor: They will give it a good skaldag
Lip-

The PREMIER: The report is the result of
a thorough and exhaustive inquir on the part
of the committee, and is entitld to every
consideration. Although the interim report
recommended that the Churchmoan's Brook
scheme should be stopped, the final report
recommends that the work should be proceeded
with as it is too late to alter the scheme.t We
have been unfortunate in our efforts to secure
the services of an engineer-in-chief. No doubt
the work that is in had will be carried on
safely by the engineers now in the depart-
ment.

Item-Water Suppljin Agricultural dis.
tricte (including drainage and irrigation and
loans and rants to local authorities and drainage
boards), £40,000 :

Mr, E. B. JOHNSTON: Have the Govern-
ment made provision to proceed with key
dams?7 The engineers have surveyed some
of the rock catchiments in agricultural districts,
and I understand that schemas have been
drawn up that couild be carried into effect.
The people concerned are anxious to know
whether the Government are in a position to
proceed with the construction of these works
in time for nexrt summ er.

To=.7UNNNGHAM (Honorary Minister):
The agricultural water supplies have been under
consideration for some time past. Investigs-
tions are now in progress. I hops in a short
time to have a full report from the engineer
for goldflelds and water supplies, indicating
what can be done to satisfy the wants of the
people in the agricultural areas.fl & 4-~

11FDROWN: Baa any provision been made
for Kondinin? This is an important centre
and produces nearly 200,000 bags of wheat
Last year farmers carted water from the rail-
way station at a. cost of 4s. 6id. per 100 gallons.
Wheat growni Kalgea-in haes also to pass
through Nonini. There is a dam belonging
to the Railway Uepartment with a capacity
of 7,000,000 gallons. However-, during the
last few years it has been dry. Some engineers
say there is not sufficient rainfall to fill the
dam, others that the damn leaks. Old residents
contend that the dam should be cemented, and,
that if it were, Kondinin would have an adequate
supply of water once the dam was full. If
another dam were put down five chains from
the present site, it would certainly hold water.
Again, a Weir put across Rock Gorge would
provide a storage of several million gallons.
Home Kondinin residents are asking for an
extension of the goldfields water supply to the
district. I believe the previous Government
promised an amount for inveistigation of the
possibilities of water supply in the Kondinin
district. The water position there is worse
than ever this year, simply because of the growth
of population. If anything is done, it should
be done quickly, because thunderstorms will
fall within' the next few months, and one
heavy thunderstorm would fill the dams in
an hour.

Hon. J. GUNNUINAM (Honorary Minister):
Upon representations made by the hon. member
some time ago, an investigation into water
supplies at Kondinin is now in progress. Un-
fortunately Kondinin has not good holding
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ground, and as a result there is leakage. It is
not necessary for me to point out to the hon.
member what is being done, since, as I have
mentioned, the present departmental action
is being taken at his instance. However, I
should like the hon. member to realise that
there are other districts besides his.

Item- Water Supply in Agricultural Districts,
£40,000:

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I presumea this item
refers to farther extensions of works recently
constructed. The Premie, in introducing the
Loan Estimates, mentioned extensions; to Belka,
and Walgoolan ; but I should like to know
what is proposed with reference to Goomarin,
Talgomine, Yarrarnony, and North Boddalin.
I recently introduced a deputation to the
Honorary Minister in connection with these
last mentioned districts, the residents in which
are in even & worse position with regard to
water supply than are the Kondinin people.
Some of them are carting wheat and also
water over a distance of 27 miles. I wonder
whether the Government propose to do any-
thing to facilitate the transport of the coining
harvest.

Vote put and passed.
Vote-Developinent of Gokdfitid and Mineral

Resources, £105,000-agreed to.
Vote-Delopmeni of Agriculture, etc.,

£ 2,228,442:
Mr. SAMPSON: I know that consideration

ham been given by the Government to the
etablishment of a pre-cooling shed on the
Fremantle wharf for the benefit of fruit ex-
Porters.

The CHAIRMAN: That is & work which
does not appear on these Estimates. The
hon. member is not ia order.

Mr. SAMPSON: Do I understand that
references to a pro-cooling shed would he out
of order?

The CHAIRMAN: Yes.
Mr. GRIFFITHLS: In connection with the

establishment of the College of Agriculture
I would draw attention to the need for doing
something as regairds the Avon River.

The Premier: The college has nothing to do
with the river.

Vote put and passed.
Yate-Roads and Bridges, Public BuildinsQ,

etc. £221,450:
Ileis-New Roads and Bridges in Country

and Ooldfields Districts, £85,000:
Mr. SLEEKAN ± How is the money gaing

to be allocated between the country and Sl
fields districts ? Other districts should be
treated in the same way as ountry and gold-
fields districts. Bridges not coming under this
vote are absolutely dangerous to the public.
The Fremantle railway bridge and road bridge
both require looking after. Being a new chum,
I was debarred from referring to thoe two
bridges during the general discussion.

Mr. HUGHES: Surely it is not intended to
construct any new roads on the goldfieldsT

The Premier: One never knows.

Mr. HUGHES: In the metropolitan area,
people are being killed daily for the want of
railway bridges. The only place on the gold-
fields where a road is wanted is between Kal-
goorlie and Boulder, and a first-class road has
been there for 25 years.

The Premier: Southern Cross is now an
agricultural centre,

Mr. HUGHES: In the Brown Hill-Ivanhoe,
district there is no one to use a road if it were
built. Some of the money in this item might
well be spent in preparing plans for doing
away with level crossings in the metropolitan
area. With the hard soil on the goldfields,
a pick and shovel to scrape away the salt-
bash suffice for road construction, and therefore
public funds are not needed. The goldfields
are going down, and the chances are they will
never recover ; so why spend money on roads
up there when it is required for level crossings
in the metropolitan area? I do not think
the goldfields will have threse representatives
in this House after the next redistribution of
seats. I regret it, but theres is no closing
one's eyes to the facts.

Mr. MARSHALL: It comes as a surprise
to hoer the hon. member condemning the
mining industry, for it was that industry that

gaehim his first lift in life, and to the gold-
filshe owes his position here to-day. Roads

and bridges are essential in the goldfields
areas, and I am glad the Government propose
to meet the position, at least to a certain
extent. Much of the undeniable need for
level crossings in the metropolitan area, arise,
from the recklessness of motor hogs.

Mr...H. SMITH: According to the member
for East Perth, the goldfields have no further
need for road. and bridges. Certainly we in
the country districts want all the money we
cans get for the purpose. In Ealingup two
men worked 119 days on a new feeder road,
but did not receive a penny of Government
assistance. We hope that this item will pro-
vide assistance for people who arm so earnestly
assisting themselves.

Ilkm-PerthA Causeway reinstajement, £2,000:
Mr. HUGHES: This amount will not by

any means be sufficient for the purpose. If
the reclamration scheme were proceeded with,
a much shorter causeway would suffice. The
Government might reasonably take into con-
sideration the reconstruction of the causeway.
Only by good fortune hae" we escaped serious
accident there.

ItemPublic buildings (including sewerage
anid equipment of news buildings), £87,000:

Mr. BARNARD: I should like to know
whether the words " Other buildings as author.
hid" include the isolation ward for the Bus.
selton hospital.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I cannot
say, for I have not the complete list of item
here.

Mr. SA3MON: For a long time pest a
hot water service has been seriously required
at the Wooroloo Sanatorium. Thes work of
installing the service has not yet been com-
pleted. Can the Minister tell us something
about this?7
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Mr. NORTH:± I congratulate the Goven-
ment on the proposed additions to the Hoe.
litall for the Iniane, and also on the tenon-,
tions of the Old Men's Home. I trut those
serveral works Will be completed and will give
the necessary services.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I should like to know
whether the item covrsl the X-ray plant re-
quested for the Kellerherrin Hospital.

Hon. S. W. IIUNSTE (Honorary Minister)
The item does not include anything for the
X-ray plant at Kellerberrin. TPhe hot water
service at the Woorolooc Sanatorium is not yet
completed. I am not satisfied with the manoer
in which the Woorolou Sanatorium hot water
service is being installed ; in fact I am very
disappointed to fad that a trial was not given
to the electric heating apparatus, at all events
in one block. This was suggested by certain
engineers in the department.

Mr. Carboy: It should have been done, too -
Ron. A. W. MUNSIE: Reading the fite

carefully, and the reports submitted, I con-
sider that one block should have been
given a trial before a start was mad,
with the werk of putting in copper pipes for
the steams proem.

Mr. Sampson: The East Perth current does
not go that far.

Hon. 5. W. MUNSIE: No, but they
gente their own current at Woomoloo,
and there is enough for supplying one
Noonk. I cannot understand why the

deprtmntinsisted on copper pipm when the
othesysem old have involved a third of

the expenditr ad perhaps would have been
meom satisfactory.

Item-Loanis and grarnts to local athorties.
dac, E24,450.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Can the Minister my
whether anything has been done in connection
with the reqluest made for accommodation
being prodided for the police at Katanning
and at Meckering ?

The MINlISTER FOR LANDS : I have not
the details here. A lot of these snall build-
lags and minor improvements have been prm
vided for' on the General Estimates.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: What is intended in
connection with the Keflorben-in hospital?

The PREMIER, Some small additions were
promised when I wa up there recently-

haens-Purchs of site at Pg. Heaithcoe for
metcal homne:

Mr. SAMPSON: Can the Minister supply
any information regarding this item?2

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : The amount
prodided is merely for the purchase of the site.
The work of building cannot be started until
next year.

Vote put and passed.
Vo-oger undertakings. 912,90K)
Ite,-Sate hotels and sonnt ftarI £1,400:
Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: What Provision has

hee made for incireaing the accmmation113
at the Corrigin State hotel ? On the last Loan

Fetimates f5,000 was prodided for additions
hut nothing "a spent.

The FIFBY: Unfortunately thatIU.000
has disapprared. I was not able to get hold
of it for this year. I realise thst then is need
for additions to that hotel although a coffee
palace is being erected which will, to sme
exteut, relieve, the pressure regarding amon-
modation.

Ron. Sir JAFllr ?.fTCHflL: We aid better
than you ; we put the amount on the Esti-
mates.

Itern-Stae Bricktoorks, £8,500:
lion. Sit JAI,= MITCHELL: What is this

item all about ?
The Pmnier: A new kiln.
Ron. Sir JANES MITCHELL: But it is built

now. What do the Government mean by
Incresing State trading concerns without
coming to the Rouse for authority 1

The Premier, This is only an addition to
meet the demand for bricks-

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Bricks are £4
10s- a thousand.

The Premier, We are bringing them down
next week.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Where, from
Armadlle ?

The Premier, No, in price.
Hon. J. Cunningham: We have 1j million

bricle a n order now that we cant supply.
The CHAIRMAN: I will not allow a general

discussion on State trading.
Mr. SA3MON: I oppose this extension of

State Tiading Concerns. This policy in having
a bad effect upon private enterprise and upon
the general development of the State-

Mr. MARSHIALL: Building contractors have
been hampered by the shortage of bricks for
Ryes past, and if it had not teen for the State
Bioakuoi, it is impossible to suggest What

the price of bricks would have risen to. There
is pienty of scope for p~rivate enterprise in the
industry, but as it is recognised that the cut&
sece of the State kilas fimits profits, there is
not much indication of private enterprise
taking adtantage of the position.

Ron. J. CUNNINGHAM (Honorary Minister):
When Labour took offmc there was such a
demand for pressed bricks that we could not
cope with the orders and it was found nece-
sary to make provision for an additional kiln.
We have now on band orders for 1,600,000
bricks. 11private enterplise tould toIs ith
the dem~and there would be no necessity or
desire on the part of the State to incur tbe
additional cost involved in the extra kiln,
When the kiln is erected we shall be able to
turn out at least 12,000,000 bricks per annum,
as against the present capacity of the works
of 7,O00,COO per annum. It is generally recog-
abed that the State bricks are the fint to be
had in the State and ans sought by conttactors.
Good progress is being nmade with the work
and we hope to have it completed within nine
months-

Vote put and passed.
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Land& lsnpnnemeni Loan Fund :
Vveee-Depan menia, SeaHas, Agiculfure,

11.700; Oontingendiee, DeveL opmant of Agr-
eubhne, Agriculture, £6,700; De-'eognneu of
Agrfleulture North- West, L2,000 ; Deopmeni
of Agrfcadteral Lands. £13,3070-greed to.

Resolutions reported and the report adopted.

BILLS (2-HETYRNE.
1. Closer Settlement.
With amendmente.
2, Mining Development Aot Amendment.
Without amendment.

BoMW adjourned as 10-3O P.M.

tcgi tIattve LZounctL
Priday. I 7ti December. 1924.
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Trhe PRESIDENT took the Chair at 3
p.m.,, and rcad prayers.

IIILLrINDUST RIES ASSISTANCE ACT
AMENDMENT.

Read a third time and passed.

BILL-FORERTF0 ACT AMENDIMENT.

Report of Onnmuittee adopted.

BILL-NORSEMIAN-SALMON (10MB
RAILWAY.

Second Reading.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.

J1. MX. Drew-Central) [3.6] in moving the
scoCnd reading said: It was my privilege
11) years ago to pilot through this House
a B~ill for the construction of a railway
60 miles northwards from Esperance.
Since then a further extension Of six miles
has been authorised. The present Bill is
submitted with the object of autborising
'the line to be carried on 50 miles to gorse.

man, thus connecting with the railway
system of the State. The estimate~d cost
of the line with wa-ter supplies, otc., is
£2021,300. At the time the original survey
was made in 1904, Dundas -was an active
mining centre and it was thought advis-
able that the railway should pass through
it. For that reason a detour from the
direct route was provided for. At. present
Dundas is deserted, and there dops not
appear to be any likelihood of an early
revival of mnining in that part of the
S tate. The Mines Department officials con-
sider that although the mining area of
Dundas has some rather promising lodes
and is not altogether aeglible, its present
imiportance should not be allowed to steand
in the way of a more direct and useful
route being adopted. The amended posi-
tion of the line, shown in the plea laid
upon the Table, has important advantages.
It is more than a mile shorter than the
original route surveyed, it avoids all the
lake country and granite outcrops, and
it will better serve the good agiultural
land to the west of Dondas. Members
will naturally desire some information as
to the quality of the country to be served.
It is considered that at least 400,000 acres
is wheat land, which would provide hold-
ings for no fewer than 350 settlers. The
balance of the country is gton grazing
land and third-class land. The Lands De-
partment officers state that thm forest
'wuintry comprises principally good red
soil, the timber being morrel, giant malie
and salmon gum, with open jam flats.
(Clearing is inexpensive and water can he
conserved in tanks. +he countxy east-
ward for many miles is goad agricultural
land, and the construction of the railway
would enable settlers distant even move
than 1l2  miles from the line to carry on,
as there are splendid opportunities for
mixed farming and especially for sbeip
raising. The Surveyor Or eral has written
a minute on the subject, Irons which I
quote the following-

The country between Salmon Gumns
and Norseman is entirely undeveloped
and has never been made available for
settlement. Therefore no particulars
ctan be given regarding yields or other
development work. During my reeent
visit to the district, however, I fouind
that the whole of the country is of unii-
formly good nature and that it will be
possible to design a subdivision provid-
ing for 350 settlers, there being 40,000
acres af first-class land within the
630,000 acres class~fied. Good rains had
fallen prior to my) visit, and I was very
pleased to find that all the dams in the
district were full and that there wnsi
every prospect of the water supplies
being assunred d-iring the coming
Sumimer.

Apart from the ncessity for serving thp
agricultural aind pastoral lands along thri
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